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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Their War for Korea: 
American, Asian, and European Combatants and Civilians, 1945-1953: 

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. A Making of a New Perspective on the Korean WarBy Bryan 
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GibbyIt's cliche to call the Korean War "forgotten" in the United States. More accurately, it is misunderstood, and has 
been in the west for over fifty years. For the Koreans, the results of the war war are daily in front of them: not least in 
the continued division of the peninsula. English speaking readers need to understand the central fact that the Korean 
war was fought by Koreans for the destiny of Korea.Millett's groundbreaking effort brings this persepective into sharp 
focus. He calls the Korean war a "total" war (quoting Korean vets) and his first 14 thumbnail-sketch chapters bear out 
this interpretation. In terms of concentrated destruction in both time and space, Korea was as brutal a war as they 
come. Not much "limited" about it.The book itself is divided into three sections, entitled "the Koreans", "the Allies", 
and "the Americans". Chronologically, it defines the conflict as beginning shortly after Liberation, 15 August 1945 
and it finishes with a chapter on the man who first signed the Armistice documents for the United Nations Command. 
Millett's emphasis on oral history combined with impressive documentary research makes this book required reading 
to understand the war beyond the limits of operations, strategy, or diplomatic policies. The human face of war is 
poignantly and sympathetically presented. There are heros, cowards, soldiers, civilians, men, and women in this great 
drama of conflict, ideology, and destiny.Their War for Korea promises to be the first of three volumes that will 
redefine the western view of the Korean War.1 of 18 people found the following review helpful. All Must Have 
PrizesBy Wallace F. SmithDodo in ALICE declared "everybody has won and all must have prizes." War in Korea had 
many victims but no objective. The country was ravaged by Americans, Chinese, Russians, and Dutch as well as 
Koreans. Author Millett tries to be fair; the perspective seems to be that of a missionary, not giving offense. Soldiers 
did their duty quietly; Russians were told to be furtive - don't get caught doing anything.Millett admires Koreans but 
does not say much about them. Seoul today ranks #1 in cell phones and controls more US bonds than Washington 
would like, but when I was there (I was drafted) farm people didn't have shoes. China today copies Korean fasion. 
Korean techology arose from genius, hard work and patience. Korean captive workers died in Hiroshima and rose 
above a century of Japanese abuse. Koreans in America are models of thrift and enterprise.American should study 
Korea, but this book is not a start. All we have here is a story of a war America had no business starting or 
prolonging - not our only such dishonor. In a couple of places MIllett tries to honor Americans who have waited too 
long for respect.Wallace F. Smith, Walnut Creek

More than 36,000 American servicemen died in combat or by other causes during the Korean War. As terrible as this 
figure is, it pales in comparison with the war’s nearly two million civilian deaths. And the South Korean armed forces, 
whose soldiers were drawn from a male population half the size of the Union’s in the American Civil War, suffered 
more combat deaths than the Union army. All these statistics cannot hide the fact that ultimately the Korean War, like 
all others, is about the lives and deaths of individual human beings. THEIR WAR FOR KOREA tells the individual’s 
story. And although war as a human phenomenon has essential elements that have repeated themselves from the dawn 
of recorded history, every war is unique unto itself. The forty vignettes of THEIR WAR FOR KOREA, placed in 
proper context by renowned historian Allan R. Millett, catch the uniquely Korean and international flavor of this 
terrible war while telling its essentially human story.

"A singular and riveting work." --Lt. Gen. Bernard E. Trainor, USMC (Ret.), Council on Foreign RelationsAbout the 
AuthorCol. Allan R. Millett, USMCR (Ret.), is the director of the University of New Orleans Eisenhower Center for 
American Studies and the Ambrose professor of American history. His books include Their War for Korea: American, 
Asian, and European Combatants and Civilians, 1945—1953 (Brassey’s, Inc., 2002). He lives in New Orleans. 


