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Olaf MacLeod : Their Glory Shall Not Be Blotted Out: The Last Full Dress Uniform of the British Army  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Their Glory Shall Not Be 
Blotted Out: The Last Full Dress Uniform of the British Army: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The End of an EraBy William L. McCaugheyIn August 1914, the 
British Army placed its full dress uniforms in storage. They were never to become general issue again. After the First 
World War, full dress was reissued to the Household Cavalry, the Foot Guard regiments, and the regimental bands. 
The rest of the army wore khaki service dress albeit smartened up a bit by regimental tailors. In his wonderful book, 
Their Glory Shall Not Be Blotted Out, the late Olaf Macleod brings the pre-1914 full dress back to life through his 
meticulous color plates showing the staff, Household troops, line cavalry, line infantry(fusiliers,light infantry, Rifle 
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Regiments), Scottish regiments, Drum horses, and mascots. The color illustrations are complimented by notes on the 
uniforms illustrated. A veritable feast for the uniform enthusiast!

The outbreak of war in 1914 marked the disappearance of the colourful uniforms which had distinguished the 
regiments of the British Army for some three hundred years. The splendid full dress uniforms of the British Army, 
now so rarely seen, were a familiar sight prior to the Great War. Once, a soldier's unit or branch of the service could be 
recognised from his dress: the colour of his tunic, the shape of his head-dress, the presence or otherwise of 
characteristic embroidery, cords and chains. Today such knowledge is largely confined to individual enthusiasts. 
Through his meticulous and beautiful paintings, Lieutenant Colonel MacLeod has created a permanent record of the 
ceremony, grace and dignity of the last of the British Army's full dress, now only used in military tattoos and other 
ceremonial occasions.


