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Warren M. Bodie: The Lockheed P-38 Lightning before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Lockheed P-38 Lightning:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great discussion of the P - 38, it's antecedents, and also proposed
subsequent developments.By Bayard B.Great story and history of the P - 38! Describes in detail such issues as how it
came to be designed and the construction and manufacturing details that made it such an incredible airplane. Also
discusses the deploymentsin the Mediterranean, European, and Pacific theaters. A nice side feature is that the book
also discusses attempts by other countries such as Britain and Germany to design similar single seat, twin engined,
fighters and how they failed. Finally, it discusses proposed successor or related projects such asthe P- 49 and P - 58.
There is also a history of the Lockheed company and it's development of theL - 10, L -12, L - 14, and L - 18
commercial airliners as antecedents to the military airplanes. My only criticism is that there are no tabulations of
dimensions and performance characteristics of the many types. P- 38D, E, F, G, H, J, K and so forth. Thereis plenty
of text on the design histories and developments of those models -- but no performance data. There are also dozens of
photos, somein color.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | was very pleased to see the dust jacket on
this used edition ...By Larry Dell of Sacramento, CAAbsolutely incredible book; | bought this used edition for my
great-nephews who surprised me recently by expressing an interest in (and impressive knowledge of) the P-38. | had
acquired my own edition of this exemplary book near the time it was published; and my wife and | were actually in
attendance at the P-38 40th anniversary symposium held at Burbank High School in September 1977 and then
witnessed in person the demo flight by Tony Levier in Dave Tallichet's P-38 the next morning at Burbank Airport
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(both events by ticket only). We were standing on the tarmac with a group of several hundred P-38 fansjust yards
away when the 1977 photo of Levier, Kelly Johnson, and Ben Kelsey that appears on the back dust jacket cover of the
book was taken at Burbank Airport. | was very pleased to see the dust jacket on this used edition being in such good
condition. | have no doubt that my great-nephews will be thrilled to receive this fine book. | have spent countless
hours enjoying the fascinating text and terrific photos Mr. Bodie compiled for his extraordinary history of this
extraordinary aircraft.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Good Research on this PlaneBy Mike
CataldoA fair book about a plane that never received the credit it deserved. Thisis abook that created alot of Aces
during WWII. It was also one of the first places designed by Clarence "Kelly" Johnson, better known for the SR-71.

Warren Bodie's book isamarvel of completeness, including photos of all series and one-offs, and favorably presents
what was arguably the best all-around fighter of World War Two. All the subjective criticisms of the famous

L ockheed twin-boom plane are clearly discussed in their proper historical context, with ample support from the main
historical actors. The book also demonstrates that the P-38, as a good child of Clarence "Kelly" Johnson's genius, was
several years ahead of itstime both in its technology and in the capacity of air strategists and pilots to fully exploit the
advances it had over current aviation designs, as well asto foresee its potential. For example, the P-51 Mustang was a
pig (and used the same Allison engine of the P-38) before being refitted with the famous Rolls-Royce Merlin engine
which made it the masterpiece we know; just imagine a P-38 with two Merlins, something that never happened but
that could have dramatically changed the air war before 1944 in al theaters. Bodie demonstrates that the P-38 was
already the long-range fighter the Allies needed a couple of years before the P-51D and P-47N, but was stupidly
underused and underdevel oped; its firepower was overwhelming and almost unparalleled throughout the war; it could
turn with any enemy fighter and outrun most of them and, finally, having another engine was a priceless safeguard in
the long flights over the Pacific Ocean and the Mediterranean. Highly recommended reading about my favorite fighter
plane.



