
[Download] The Lines of Torres Vedras: The Cornerstone of Wellington’s Strategy in the Peninsular War 
1809-12 (The Napoleonic Library)

The Lines of Torres Vedras: The Cornerstone of Wellington’s 
Strategy in the Peninsular War 1809-12 (The Napoleonic Library)

John Grehan 
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF 

#1681730 in Books 2016-01-20 2016-01-20Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 9.30 x 1.00 x 6.30l, 1.30 
#File Name: 1473852749256 pages | File size: 68.Mb

John Grehan : The Lines of Torres Vedras: The Cornerstone of Wellington’s Strategy in the Peninsular War 
1809-12 (The Napoleonic Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The Lines of Torres Vedras: The Cornerstone of Wellington’s Strategy in the Peninsular War 1809-12 
(The Napoleonic Library): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Building, not just fightingBy BetsyExcellent look at the lines which 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1473852749


proved so important to the British/Portuguese forces in 1810 when the French invaded Portugal for the third time as 
part of Napoleon's effort to subdue the Iberian Peninsula. The author tells the story of the building of the redoubts as 
well as the battles which took place in Portugal before and after the Lines were occupied.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. worth readingBy Dr. S. R. Hill Jr.Probably has only a limited audience, but for those 
interested in the Peninsula War, definitely worth reading.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Famed 
Lines of Torres Vedras...By HMS WarspiteFirst published in 2000, John Grehan's "The Lines of Torres Vedras" is 
almost unique among histories of the Peninsular War for its focus on the famous fortifications around which British 
General Wellington planned his defense of Portugal in 1810-1811.Grehan begins with a quick introduction to the 
Peninsular War, before devoting three chapters to the concept and construction of the Lines. His description is 
exhaustive in detail and fascinating with respect to its place in Lord Wellington's rather ruthless strategy to defend 
Portugal from French Imperial forces.French Marshal Messina's Army of Portugal invaded as expected in 1810. The 
highly disciplined Lord Wellington avoided a pitched battle until his Anglo-Portuguese Army was situated on the 
excellent defensive position of Bussaco in September 1810. After defeating Messina's clumsy assault, the Anglo-
Portuguese Army retired into the Lines, there to stare down the French until the spring of 1811.Grehan continues his 
narrative through the Battle of Fuentes d'Onoro in May 1811, where Wellington defeated Messina's last attempt to 
reenter Portugal. Grehan's concluding chapter makes a candid and carefully reasoned crtique of Wellington's conduct 
of the campaign of 1810-1811, finding much to admire and some to criticize. "The Lines of Torres Vedras" is very 
highly recommended to students of the Peninsular War for its focus on the Lines and the crucial role they played in the 
eventual Allied victory.

In 1809 French armies controlled almost every province of Spain and only Wellington’s small force in Portugal stood 
between Napoleon and the conquest of Iberia.The French invaded Portugal in the summer of 1810 but found their way 
blocked by the most extensive field fortifications the world had ever seen – the Lines of Torres Vedras. Unable to 
penetrate the Lines, the French were driven back into Spain having suffered the heaviest defeat yet experienced by 
Napoleon’s armies. The retreat from Portugal marked the turning point in the Peninsular War and, from the security of 
the Lines, Wellington was able to mount the offensive campaigns that swept France’s Imperial armies back across the 
Pyrenees.The Lines of Torres Vedras is an authoritative account of the planning, construction and occupation of the 
Lines and of the battles, sieges and horrors of the French invasion. It is also an important study of Wellington’s 
strategy during the crucial years of the war against Napoleon.‘This is a well-researched, well-written, closely argued 
and fascinating contribution to the historiography of the Peninsular War.’ The Spectator‘Essential reading for every 
Peninsula enthusiast, this is recommended highly.’ Military Illustrated

About the AuthorJohn Grehan has written, edited or contributed to more than 300 military history books, journals and 
magazines, covering a wide span of military history from the Iron Age to the recent war in Afghanistan. Between 2007 
and 2014, John was the Assistant Editor of Britain at War Magazine, but now devotes his time to books. 


