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Nigel Sale : The Lie at the Heart of Waterloo: The Battle's Hidden Last Half Hour  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lie at the Heart of Waterloo: The Battle's 
Hidden Last Half Hour: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. All you may need on Waterloo: comprehensiveBy PhebeThe lie in 
question is lack of credit: that Sir John Colborne of the 52nd Regiment pulled his 52nd Regiment out of line on the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0750959622


ridge as the Imperial Guard was charging up the hill and flanked them at 90 degrees and fired into them from the side 
as the line on the hill fired from that direction. Colborne did this without input from Wellington, which is perhaps why 
Wellington was never interested in mentioning the event after the battle. The French troops, already somewhat 
demoralized and confused for other reasons, broke and ran, followed by the 52nd running gloriously after them on the 
diagonal, driving the fleeing French before them and ending up reforming just south of the much-contested La Haie 
Sainte farmhouse, from which the French also fled as the 52nd came on. Other troops now chased the French and 
Napoleon barely got away south himself, safe inside a square of the Old Guard until he got clear enough to flee for the 
French border.This is a really delightful book, with wonderful colored explanatory maps apparently painted by the 
author. Get a hard copy if you can because of the in-text illustrations. It tells all one might hope to know about 
Waterloo, and if you like a point-by-point description of a famous battle, this is the book --- exhaustively sourced with 
lively writing. The author is no friend to the British cavalry, "haring across the battlefield" in all directions at once. I 
immediately took off samples of five other Waterloo books I was thinking about, and decided to move on to Napoleon 
on St. Helena next, the book is that good.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyed the fact it was part 
of the battle little ...By m ziemannVery well written. Enjoyed the fact it was part of the battle little was know about. 
Brings to light the egos and the glory sought after in this battle.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The 
Lie at the Hear of WaterlooBy mahdi1rayExcellent work.

Wellington's explanation of how Waterloo was won is shown to be a lie, as the author uses his experience as a serving 
soldier to explore the battlefield anew and dismantle the accepted history All descriptions of the end of the Battle of 
Waterloo are incorrect, confused by the myth which Wellington promulgated, giving himself the credit for ordering 
the winning blow. At long last the truth has been teased out of the maze of evidence, revealing a tale, which—without 
the compelling evidence—would be nearly unbelievable. By analyzing eyewitness accounts the author has discovered 
the action was far more intricate and interesting than either Wellington described or has been concocted subsequently. 
This revolutionary account of the "Crisis" conjures fresh insights from long-established evidence as well as newly-
published material, and demolishes many long-held theories. The author investigates how the myth was established 
and the maneuvers to which Wellington was forced to resort in order to keep the secret, including a suicide and 
blackmail. The 52nd Light Infantry can now firmly be credited with routing Napoleon’s left wing while the Prussians 
routed the right.

About the AuthorNigel Sale served with 1st Green Jackets, 43rd and 52nd, the two regiments at the heart of Waterloo. 
In this book he uses his skills as a battalion intelligence officer to interpret and evaluate the sources and his knowledge 
of how soldiers respond on the battlefield to shed new light on eyewitness accounts. 


