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From Simon Schuster : TheLibrary of Congress Civil War Desk Reference before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding single-volume referenceBy Harry ZweierOutstanding
single-volume reference of the civil war. Every page has something interesting and concisely presented. Highly
recommend this for any civil war enthusiast like myself. | have alarge library on the civil war but whenever | want to
just browse, | pull this out and curl up with it. Get it without hesitation.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Very goodBy JackVery comprehensive and very well organized into sections that permit a focus on your
specific area of interest.Best overall source that | have found.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Well
written! By EcugradWell written! If you teach the Civil War, thisis amust have book.

The bloody conflict that sundered the United States from 1861 to 1865 took 620,000 lives, laid waste to large sections
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of the American South, and decided the future course of the nation. Its reverberations are still felt in American life.
Now from the home of "The Nation's Memory" comes "The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference." Drawn
from the Library's unparalleled Civil War collections -- including previously unpublished letters and diaries, maps and
photographs, as well as thousands of works by post-Civil War scholars and experts -- thisis the ultimate one-volume
reference on the Civil War. A comprehensive yet accessible compendium, "The Library of Congress Civil War Desk
Reference" is organized into chapters that address broad themes such as " Antebellum America," "Wartime Palitics,"
"Armies," and "Reconstruction and Aftermath of the War." Each of these chapters includes more specific topics, such
as "The Election of 1860," "Notable Civil War Officers," and "African Americans During Reconstruction." There are
timelines that chronicle major events, brief profiles of significant people, and excerpts from key pieces of legislation
and addresses that reflect the passions and palitics of the times. Here readers can find, for example, detailed
information on the arms used on both sides during the Civil War in the "Weaponry" chapter. And descriptions of
significant battles, aswell asinformation on casualties, military strategy and tactics, and logistical support, are to be
found in the "Battles and the Battlefield" chapter. Topics ranging from economic conditions north and south of the
Mason-Dixon line on the eve of the war to the history of slavery in the United Statesto the impact of the Civil War on
literature and the fine arts give additional depth and context to the book's presentation of Civil War events. "The
Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference” also looks beyond the major events and figures and examines the lives
of the common soldiers (from their diet, training, and medical treatment to the struggles of the Union's black soldiers),
the various roles women played in the war, and telling events on the home fronts. Along with the words of writers
such as Walt Whitman and Herman Melville, readers will find excerpts from the journals and letters of nurses,
soldiers, refugees and freedmen. A final chapter offers a guide to further study of the Civil War -- including
information about major archival collections, important published resources, and national historic sites-for those who
wish to learn more. Prodigiousin its scope, illustrated with more than 100 photographs and drawings and dozens of
maps, "The Library of Congress Civil War Desk Reference” is sure to become the indispensable one-volume reference
on the Civil War.

From Publishers WeeklyFor a broader crash course in Civil War history, the Library of Congress Civil War Desk
Reference offers alucid summary of political riftsthat led up to the war, extensive chapters on battlefields and the
home front, state-by-state details about the armies and much more. Edited by LOC writer/editor Margaret E. Wagner,
University of Virginia history professor Gary W. Gallagher (Lee and His Army in Confederate History) and
University of Tulsa College of Law professor Paul Finkelman (An Imperfect Union), the book also has a chapters on
"Civil War in Literature and the Arts" and " Studying the War: Research and Preservation,” aswell as bibliographies,
filmographies and lists of other resources and organizations. (Sept. 13) Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From Library Journal This work's highly credentialed editors and contributors were able to draw on the vast and
rich Civil War resources of the Library of Congress, which include unpublished letters from soldiers and nurses,
Union and Confederate maps, speeches by Frederick Douglass, photographs by Matthew Brady, and well over 50,000
published books and pamphlets. The resulting work is not arranged alphabetically; instead, the 13 chapters cover broad
topics or themes, including military intelligence, medicine, prisoners of war, wartime palitics, the home front, war on
the water, battles and battlefields, and weaponry. Additionally, topics appear here that are not usually detailed in
overviews of the Civil War, such as antebellum America, the Civil War in literature and the arts, researching the war,
preservation, and Reconstruction, giving the actual years of conflict a broader context. Selected sources end each
chapter. Although the book can be read as a narrative, the identification and location of specific information can be
easily found through the index, the detailed subheadings in the table of contents, or the extensive cross references
within the articles. Time linesin the opening chapter and el sewhere guide readers through the era's defining events.
The eminently browsable text is profusely illustrated with charts, photographs, maps, drawings, and portraits. Asa
bonus, leading historian James M. M cPherson provides the foreword. This resource is certain to be the definitive one-
volume Civil War encyclopedia. Highly recommended for public, high school, and academic libraries. Kathleen M.
Conley, Illinois State Univ. Lib., Normal Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThe Civil War
remains afascinating and controversial event in American history. The fate of the nation and of slavery hung in the
balance, and the resolution affects Americatoday. Following the popular desk reference format, this work provides a
thematic approach to the war.Beginning with the antebellum period, the 13 chapters cover topics such as "Wartime
Politics," "Battles and Battlefields," "Medical Care and Medicing," "The Home Front," and "The Civil War in
Literature and the Arts." Most chapters include a chronology, and these, although somewhat repetitive, help place
eventsin proper order. Although the maps are sometimes a bit hard to read (such as " Seven Days Battles,” which is
jammed with information), they do help in understanding troop location, topography, and movements. A section on
mapmaking illustrates the importance to both armies. The chapters end with bibliographies of sources, and amassive
bibliography provides even more resources.The final chapter, " Studying the War: Research and Preservation,” is
especially noteworthy in its comprehensive approach. Anyone wanting to find information on books, people,
monuments, battlefields, organizations, or reenactments will find a starting point here. Both print and electronic



resources are included.Encyclopedia of the American Civil War: A Palitical, Social, and Military History (ABC-
CL10, 2000) is more comprehensive. But Civil War Desk Reference, with its solid scholarship, informative approach,
and broad sweep, is an excellent source for school, academic, and public libraries that cannot afford the five-volume
set or need a one-volume supplemental source. Highly recommended for all Civil War collections. RBBCopyright ©
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