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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating chronicle of today's SouthBy Ernest Craige Jr.Gill uses 
her life experiences with Latino immigrants to inform a fascinating narrative on the 21st Century South. It is a region 
that is no longer black and white only. The many Hispanic cultures have begun to alter states like NC. Gill chronicles 
a drama that is compelling us to re-think our views of every aspect of the South. She is a pioneer in that she offers data 
and interviews that are accessible (and important) to us all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Informative, important, and enjoyableBy Michael OlsonA very easy-to-read yet highly informative work on one of the 
most important social, political, economic, and cultural issues of our generation. Hannah Gill expertly balanced 
historical background and analysis and the human narrative.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. At least 
it was better than the other book we had to readBy MommaDuckIt was a textbook required for class. At least it was 
better than the other book we had to read.

Over recent decades, the Southeast has become a new frontier for Latin American migration to and within the United 
States, and North Carolina has had one of the fastest growing Latino populations in the nation. Here, Hannah Gill 
offers North Carolinians from all walks of life a better understanding of their Latino neighbors, bringing light instead 
of heat to local and national debates on immigration. Exploring the larger social forces behind demographic shifts, Gill 
shows both how North Carolina communities are facing the challenges and opportunities presented by these changes 
and how migrants experience the economic and social realities of their new lives. Latinos are no longer just visitors to 
the state but are part of the inevitably changing, long-term makeup of its population. Today, emerging migrant 
communities and the integration of Latino populations remain salient issues as the U.S. Congress stands on the verge 
of formulating comprehensive immigration reform for the first time in nearly three decades. Gill makes connections 
between hometowns and the increasing globalization of people, money, technology, and culture by shedding light on 
the many diverse North Carolina residents who are highly visible yet, as she shows, invisible at the same time.

Fascinating. . . . It is a timely contribution to an unfolding debate about the best way forward on immigration reform. . 
. . This is an important book that should be on the reading lists of many a Latino-studies course.--Latin American of 
BooksClearly written and informative.--The Journal of the North Carolina Association of Historians[This book] 
represents a historic achievement in the development of the new literature and provides an excellent introduction into 
the main issues regarding causes and consequences of Latina/o immigration . . . . Especially useful for students and 
community members interested in learning more about the migration experience in the region.--Oral History An 
important contribution. . . .The author offers a jargon-free, clear, and concise introduction to migration studies. . . .Gill 
also offers a cogent, well-founded, and powerful argument for immigration reform. Highly recommended. General and 
undergraduate collections." -Choice Communities with Latin American roots are part of the fabric of North Carolina, 
and we must understand them to realize who we are as a state and as a country. Gill has written a thought-provoking 
and fact-based book that is a must-read for civic leaders, policy makers, and anyone with an interest in today's world.--
Andrea Bazan, President, Triangle Community FoundationHannah Gill's new book puts us squarely at the crossroads 
in North Carolina. She looks behind at the past and the economic reasons that triggered a migration while describing 
the present and the struggle to come to terms with cultural change. And she looks forward to an uncertain future for 
Latino youth and the obstacles they face. Gill's book is a primer for understanding the Latino experience in North 
Carolina and the future facing this new generation of Americans.--Paul Cuadros, author of A Home on the Field: How 
One Championship Team Inspires Hope for the Revival of Small-Town AmericaA much-needed and fascinating 
introduction to Latinos meeting up with the American Dream in North Carolina.--Former N.C. Governor Jim HuntIn 
this thoughtful, well-researched, and vital book, Hannah Gill humanizes the abstract, politicized issue of immigration, 
its impact, and how the United States handles it. Although focused on North Carolina, this book could be about any 
state in the Union and is an important resource to understanding how immigration connects us ever more tightly as a 
global family. Gill's scholarship is the best kind--informing the mind and the heart and, therefore, making us more 
informed communicators, thoughtful citizens, and compassionate human beings.--Julia Alvarez, award-winning author 
of Return to Sender and In the Time of ButterfliesGill is a shrewd and sensitive ethnographer who brings her subjects 
to life in a compelling way, offering us portraits not only of individuals but of communities in formation. Can Latinos 
make a happy home for themselves in North Carolina and will they be accepted as valuable neighbors by other North 
Carolinians? Gill does not and cannot say. But anyone eager to address these questions will want to read this book.--
Leon Fink, Distinguished Professor of History, University of Illinois at ChicagoIn this thoughtful, well-researched, 
and vital book, Hannah Gill humanizes the abstract, politicized issue of immigration, its impact, and how the United 
States handles it. Although focused on North Carolina, this book could be about any state in the Union and is an 
important resource to understanding how immigration connects us ever more tightly as a global family. Gill's 
scholarship is the best kind--informing the mind and the heart and, therefore, making us more informed 
communicators, thoughtful citizens, and compassionate human beings.--Julia Alvarez, author of Return to Sender and 
In the Time of the ButterfliesFrom the Inside FlapOver recent decades, the Southeast has become a new frontier for 
Latin American migration to and within the United States, and North Carolina has had one of the fastest growing 



Latino populations in the nation. Here, Gill offers North Carolinians from all walks of life a better understanding of 
their Latino neighbors, bringing light instead of heat to local and national debates on immigration. Exploring the larger 
social forces behind demographic shifts, Gill shows both how NC communities are facing the challenges and 
opportunities presented by these changes and how migrants experience the economic and social realities of their new 
lives. 


