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Ammianus Marcellinus: The Later Roman Empire (A.D. 354-378) before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Later Roman Empire (A.D. 354-378):

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Ammianus MarcellinusBy K. Murphyl don't appreciate how this
tranglation left out a number of passages, but that is my only complaint. Ammianus Marcellinus and his surviving


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140444068

writings stand out for many reasons; he was one of the last great Roman historians (and is much more reliable than the
writers of the Historiae Augusta), he was one of the only Roman soldiers of any rank to leave any writings of his
experiences behind, and he was one of the last great pagan writers (though, like his beloved Emperor Julian to whom
he devoted much of hiswritings, he was not unfair in his treatment of Christians and did not judge his fellow men on
account of their religion-more than can be said for most of the Christians and pagans alike of histime). Most
importantly, though, Marcellinus has left us with the best (and really one of the only) contemporary histories of the
mid 4th Century Roman Empire and provides accounts of the climatic battles of Strausborg, Ctesiphon, and
Adrianople. Read this book to gain a deeper understanding of Rome's twilight yearsin the West, and of one of itslasts
spurts of energy and glory before being carved into a set of petty Germanic kingdoms.46 of 48 people found the
following review helpful. "To be Placed in a Class with the Greatest"By Johannes PlatonicusAmmianus Marcellinus
handles the vicissitudes of the later Roman Empire with an eloquence and timeless |lore that matches that of his
predecessors Livy, Suetonius, and Tacitus. He is not unfamiliar to those who study the ancient world of late antiquity
because of the priceless information he provides and the fact that he is one of the few to actually encounter and
document facts as they occurred either through personal experience or by the testimonies of his contemporaries.
Ammianus was a Greek by descent yet born in Syria, and later became somewhat of an influence in the Roman
military. His account of the incursions with the barbarians and persiansis very detailed, elaborate, and laced with
irony - traits that the great historians were all accustomed to. Ammianus' treatment of the Caesar's: Gallus,
Constantius, Julian, Jovian, Valentinian, and Vaen'sisfair and nearly free from partialty - there is speculation asto
whether or not he came in contact with any of the Caesar's. He was a pagan and of course an admirer of the pagan
Emperor Julian - this left an impression upon the great historian Edward Gibbon whose prose and sentiments
complement Ammianus in so many fashions. Ammianus never penetrates into the intestinal matters of ecclesiastical
affairs, but only mentions Christianity afew times, and thisis practically free from bias. Overall asasourceto gain a
better understanding of the later Roman world with its valiant emperors, frequent internal disasters, military prowess
and defeat, and decaying socia stratain general, Ammianus Marcellinus' history is the most reliable...the value of this
history must not be underestimated.O of O people found the following review helpful. Brutus, et tu?By Gary
Guddy'Civilized' Humans haven't changed. This serves to remind us how brutally petty and deviouswe al are.

A Roman historian chronicles Rome on the brink of collapseAmmianus Marcellinus was the last great Roman
historian, and his writings rank alongside those of Livy and Tacitus. The Later Roman Empire chronicles a period of
twenty-five years during Marcellinus own lifetime, covering the reigns of Constantius, Julian, Jovian, Vaentinian |,
and Vaens, and providing eyewitness accounts of significant military eventsincluding the Battle of Strasbourg and
the Goth's Revolt. Portraying atime of rapid and dramatic change, Marcellinus describes an Empire exhausted by
excessive taxation, corruption, the financial ruin of the middle classes and the progressive decline in the morale of the
army. In this magisterial depiction of the closing decades of the Roman Empire, we can see the seeds of events that
were to lead to the fall of the city, just twenty years after Marcellinus' death.For more than seventy years, Penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

Language NotesText: English, Latin (trans ation)About the AuthorAmmianus Marcellinus was the last great Roman
historian, continuing the histories of Tacitus from AD 96 down to his own day. Thefirst thirteen of histhirty-one
books are lost: the remainder describe AD 354 - 378. Walter Hamilton translated Plato's Symposium, the Gorgias,
Phaedrus and Letters VII and V111 for Penguin Classics. Andrew Wallace-Hadrill is Professor of Classics at Reading
University. His books include Suetonius: the Scholar and his Caesars.



