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A neglected war in the history of the United States, the Korean conflict played akey rolein greatly expanding
America's commitments worldwide and contributed to the U.S. decision to engage in direct military action in Vietnam
fifteen yearslater. This up-to-date, readable analysis and ready-reference guide to the Korean War is designed to help
students and interested readers understand the causes, events, and implications of the War and to provide a wealth of
material for student research. Materialsinclude a detailed timeline of events, six topical essays on various aspects of
the war and itsimpact, seventeen lengthy biographical profiles of key players, the text of fifteen important primary
documents, a glossary, and a comprehensive annotated bibliography.Following an introductory essay that explains the
causes and history of the war, five topical essays examine the Western Alliance and, in particular, our relations with
Great Britain over the War, an analysis and new insights on the role of the Soviet Union and China, the Chinese
Communist intervention, the prisoners of war issue, and the meaning and implications of the Korean conflict. Primary
documents include the text of speeches, memoranda, telegrams, and official government reports. Biographical
sketches provide thorough discussion of the role of major playersin the conflict. A section of photographs
complements the text. Because it is based on the most recent scholarship and written for the high school and college
student researcher, it isthe ideal companion to a study of the Korean conflict and its implications for post-World War
[l America.

From School Library Journal Grade 9 Up-An accurate, measured appraisal of a costly and tragic conflict that shaped
American thinking about the Cold War until the fall of the Soviet Union. About half of the book contains historical
narrative and analysis, and the remainder consists of biographical profiles of political and military people closely
associated with the war, excerpts from important primary documents related to the event, black-and-white photos of
war action, and a comprehensive annotated bibliography. As the preface notes, the Korean War is relatively ignored
compared to the continuing American preoccupation with the Vietnamese Conflict-even though the earlier conflict had
an immense impact on the latter. Paying close attention to military, political, and chronological detail, Kaufman
provides a straightforward historical overview of the conflict showing how the U.S. became embroiled in this no-win
war. Following this, he discusses in separate chapters the fragile Western alliance behind the U.S. forces, the Soviet
and Chinese involvement, the controversial prisoners-of-war issue, and what the conflict meant to the American
government and public.Jack Forman, Mesa College Library, San Diego Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information,
Inc. "An accurate, measured appraisal of acostly and tragic conflict that shaped American thinking about the cold War
until the fall of the Soviet Union...Kaufman provides a straightforward historical overview of the conflict showing
how the U.S. became embroiled in this nowin war."-School Library Journa"Thiswork should prove to be a useful tool
for high school students, especially students taking advanced high school American and Asian history courses, and
beginning undergraduates. School, public, and academic libraries should purchase this work."-American Reference
Books Annual ?This work should prove to be a useful tool for high school students, especially students taking
advanced high school American and Asian history courses, and beginning undergraduates. School, public, and
academic libraries should purchase this work.?-American Reference Books Annual ?An accurate, measured apprai sal
of acostly and tragic conflict that shaped American thinking about the cold War until the fall of the Soviet
Union...Kaufman provides a straightforward historical overview of the conflict showing how the U.S. became
embroiled in this nowin war.?-School Library Journal About the AuthorBURTON |. KAUFMAN is Dean of the
School for Interdisciplinary Studies at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. Heis author of two previous Greenwood
Press books, Efficiency and Expansion (1974) and Oil Cartel Case (1978) . Case (1978).



