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Frank Robert Donovan : The ironclads (A Wonderful world book)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The ironclads (A Wonderful world book): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. More than just the Hampton Roads BattleBy Willard C. SmithWhen 
I was a mere lad, I stumbled across a book entitled The Monitor and the Merrimac by Fletcher Pratt (1951 edition). It 
was a great book, heavily illustrated, and provided good background of the Battle, the fate of the original ironclads, 
and enhancements of later models. This book contains all the same information as the long ago book (except for the 
illustrations), and how some types of ironclads were used at Vicksburg. The Battle of Mobile Bay is also described 
with all the details of that earlier book.So why am I recommending this book? This book is written for adults. It has 
some details the would interest Civil War readers, and it is in print. The writing is engaging. Some of the gossipy 
aspects are entertaining. It even has that old Abraham Lincoln tale of the girl and the sock, though I have to admit that 
I am skeptical of the whole Lincoln support story. Never-the-less there are some very interesting tidbits about the 
officers on the Monitor, and more details about the two turreted Monitors at the end of the War.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Insightful history of modern marine warfareBy Dave YostAt first this book seemed to be 
just another story of the Monitor and the Merrimac. However, it is much more. It is a history of how the "ironclads" 
were subsequently used during the remainder of the Civil War. I confess I had no idea of many ironclad warships were 
built after the Monitor. Many, and many, many battles were fought using them. One tends to think of the Monitor 
Merrimac as THE story of ironclads, but that battle was only the beginning. A worthy read for the history buff.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Well written and an easy read.By Asian American History BuffI actually 
purchased and read this, and was very satisfied with the contents. Puts you there, as things unfolded. Well written, 
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edited, and an easy read. I enjoyed it, and think you will too.

The battle between the Confederate ship Merrimac and the Union’s Monitor at Hampton Roads, Virginia, on March 9, 
1862, introduced the age of the ironclads and ended the dominance of wooden warships forever. This fascinating book 
shares the behind-the-scenes drama of both the battle and the development of the ships that transformed naval warfare 
and changed the course of the Civil War.


