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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Well Written. Well Researched.By AlohanautMy grandmother
emigrated from country Mayo to the UK, then sold her mother's linens to book passage from Liverpool to New Y ork.
She came to the US to work in domestic service. This book helps put her experience in perspective as part of alarger
wave of emigration, provides some context for the life she left and the life she came to, and traces possible impact of
this courageous group of immigrants. Thanks to the author for taking on the topic.2 of 2 people found the following
review helpful. Interesting.By Thomas F. ManleyFound this book interesting and informative. Also helpsto see a
photo of arelative. Amazing how the Irish integrated themselves into American culturel of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Two StarsBy mariereads like a poorly written graduate paper...limited research...maybe I'll
publish mine!

Many of the socially marginalized Irish immigrant women of this era made their living in domestic service. In contrast
to immigrant men, who might have lived in acommunity with their fellow Irish, these women lived and worked in
close contact with American families. Lynch-Brennan reveal s the essential role this unique relationship played in
shaping the place of the Irish in Americatoday. Such women were instrumental in making the Irish presence more
acceptable to earlier established American groups. At the same time, it was through the experience of domestic service
that many Irish were acculturated, as these women absorbed the middle-class values of their patrons and passed them
on to their own children. Drawing on personal correspondence and other primary sources, Lynch-Brennan gives voice
to these young Irish women and celebrates their untold contribution to the ethnic history of the United States. In
addition, recognizing the interest of scholarsin contemporary domestic services, she devotes one chapter to comparing
"Bridgets" experience to that of other ethnic women over time in domestic service in America.

About the AuthorMargaret Lynch-Brennan recently retired from the New Y ork State Education Department where she
worked on issues related to civil rights, education reform, and professional development. She holdsa Ph.D. in
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