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David M. Potter : The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent HistoryBy jwrightI found "The Impending Crisis" to be an 
excellent analysis of the tumultuous politcal years between the end of the Mexican War and the start of the Civil War. 
Mr. Potter provides astute historical analysis of the various major crises and issues during this time. It's very well-
researched and contains copious footnotes. Such scholarly history can offen suffer from a bland, ponderous, and dull 
style of narrative. But not this book. For me this book was an enjoyable read.0 of 0 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0061319295


helpful. A Most Entertaining and Educational ReadBy James R. OrrI am an avid student of the American Civil War. 
The Impending Crisis is a most entertaining and educational read that is helping me to deepen my knowledge of the 
causes of the War. I am recommending this book as a valuable read for my fellow Civil War students.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert Lee TaylorGreat source of little known facts!

David M. Potter's Pulitzer Prize-winning The Impending Crisis is the definitive history of antebellum America. 
Potter's sweeping epic masterfully charts the chaotic forces that climaxed with the outbreak of the Civil War: 
westward expansion, the divisive issue of slavery, the Dred Scott decision, John Brown's uprising, the ascension of 
Abraham Lincoln, and the drama of Southern secession. Now available in a new edition, The Impending Crisis 
remains one of the most celebrated works of American historical writing. 

"The finest work of a fine historian."--C. Vann Woodward"In contrast to so much of recent American historical 
writing, "The Impending Crisis "is history in the grand tradition. Its concerns are philosophical; it asks questions 
which have been eclipsed by newer interests. It seeks to examine the nature of the political process and the underlying 
patterns of historical causation. On these subjects, Potter's insights are profound and original."--Eric Foner, "The New 
York Times Book ""It is magnificent."--Walter Clemons, "Newsweek"From the Back CoverDavid M. Potter's Pulitzer 
Prize-winning The Impending Crisis is the definitive history of antebellum America. Potter's sweeping epic 
masterfully charts the chaotic forces that climaxed with the outbreak of the Civil War: westward expansion, the 
divisive issue of slavery, the Dred Scott decision, John Brown's uprising, the ascension of Abraham Lincoln, and the 
drama of Southern succession. Now available in a new edition, The Impending Crisis remains one of the most 
celebrated works of American historical writing.About the AuthorDavid M. Potter (1910-1971) was a professor of 
history at Yale and Stanford universities. He was posthumously awarded the 1977 Pulitzer Prize for History for The 
Impending Crisis, which his Stanford colleague Don Fehrenbacher completed and edited.Don E. Fehrenbacher (1920-
1997) was awarded the 1979 Pulitzer Prize for History for The Dred Scott Case, and edited the Library of America's 
two-volume collection of Abraham Lincoln's speeches and writings. 


