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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Human Tradition 
in the Civil War and Reconstruction: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Linda C.Great condition0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Four StarsBy Linda StevensSo far good book, I had to read it for history.4 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. An outstanding contribution to Civil War studies.By Midwest Book ReviewThe Human 
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Tradition In The Civil War And Reconstruction brings alive a decisive period in American history, examining the 
realm of generals and others and using the lives of fourteen selected individuals to examine personal experiences 
during Reconstruction on both sides of the issue. This college-level text reveals the abolition movement's influences, 
the roles played by blacks during the war, and the experiences of military individuals alike.

The Human Tradition in the Civil War and Reconstruction brings alive this decisive period in American history by 
taking the reader beyond the realm of generals, presidents, and the other towering figures of history and introducing 
fourteen individuals who represent the variety of people who made up the great mass of the nation in the middle of the 
nineteenth century. Readers will meet women like LaSalle Pickett, whose activities not only reveal a good deal about 
marriage and gender during the period but also offer a fascinating look at the postwar southern propaganda effort on 
behalf of the 'Lost Cause.' A chronicle of the home front is offered in the piece on journalist, poet, and novelist Lucy 
Virginia French. The abolition movement, particularly as an outgrowth of religious conviction, is covered in the sketch 
of Charles Grandison Finney. The chapters on Robert Smalls and Willis Augustus Hodges illustrate the roles played 
by African Americans during the war and Reconstruction. Francis Nicholls's virulent southernism is counterpointed in 
the sketch of Charles Henry Foster, whose unionism in a southern state highlights the complexity of choices and 
motivations of Americans in the Civil War era. Readers will also meet people like Winfield Scott Hancock and 
Richard S. Ewell, whose experiences illustrate the challenges confronted by mid-ranking military commanders. The 
naval war, often a neglected aspect of the era, is the focus of the piece on Raphael Semmes and a chapter on common 
soldier Peter Welsh reflects the important part played by immigrants in this conflict. An excellent resource for courses 
on this tumultuous era, The Human Tradition in the Civil War and Reconstruction examines a side of this historical 
period rarely seen in standard texts.

These essays offer important insights on the Civil War and Reconstruction through the experiences of a remarkable 
variety of individuals, from generals to housewives, whose lives were profoundly affected by the war and its 
aftermath. Making clear that history is, fundamentally, about people, this book will delight as well as inform the 
reader. (James M. McPherson, Princeton University)This satisfying collage of real people in the crucible of war 
reminds us that whatever its overarching political and economic imperatives, the greatest 'force' in history wears a 
human face. Private soldiers and generals, rabid rebels and Southern unionists, politicians and preachers, all appear in 
this treasury of personal triumphs and tragedies. Their experiences, packed with genuine drama, provide a thoroughly 
rewarding perspective on turbulent times. (Daniel E. Sutherland, University of Arkansas, author of A Savage Conflict: 
The Decisive Role of Guerrillas in the American Civil War)A marvelous and worthwhile compendium. The Human 
Tradition in the Civil War and Reconstruction sheds light onto some previously dimly lit corners. I am particularly 
engrossed and much instructed by the essays on secondary and lower-echelon fighting men, women, potent politicians, 
and a religious figure of great note and import. (Herman M. Hattaway, University of Missouri-Kansas City)Illuminates 
the human dimension of the Civil War and sheds light into some previously dimly lit corners. (Educational Book )This 
engaging collection of essays illuminates the human dimension of the Civil War era. . . . This book is ideal for 
assignment in undergraduate courses. (Joan E. Cashin, Ohio State University, author of Our Common Affairs, Texts 
from Women in Old South)About the AuthorSteven E. Woodworth is professor of history at Texas Christian 
University, specializing in the Civil War and Reconstruction. He has written and edited several Civil War books, 
including Jefferson Davis and His Generals (1990), Davis and Lee at War (1995), and The Human Tradition in the 
Civil War and Reconstruction (2000). 


