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Randy Steffen : The Horse Soldier, 1776-1943: The United States Cavalryman, His Uniforms, Arms, 
Accoutrements, and Equipments, Vol. 2, The Frontier, the Mexican War, the Civil War, the Indian Wars, 1851-
1880  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Horse 
Soldier, 1776-1943: The United States Cavalryman, His Uniforms, Arms, Accoutrements, and Equipments, Vol. 2, 
The Frontier, the Mexican War, the Civil War, the Indian Wars, 1851-1880: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I got this book I love the pictures and the uniforms and the saddles 
that ...By Brian G. MoserI got this book I love the pictures and the uniforms and the saddles that where us during that 
time of History if you are big in cavalry history and wanted to know the weapons the saddle the tack they use this is 
the book for you0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. excellentBy Maria ManoiuI love the book, thank 
you!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent work!!By JimThis book delves into the post mexican 
american war through the indian wars time frame of the US cavalry. Everything a trooper was equipped with is in this 
book. Its a must read for anyone who loves horses, military history, or like me is a cavalry junky. Check out the other 
3 volumes!!

This is the second volume of a projected four-volume work. In Volume I the author delineated the uniforms, arms, 
accouterments, and equipment of the period from 1776 to 1850. In this volume he addresses himself to the eventful, 
bloody tragic mid-nineteenth century. Here he describes the dress and equipment of the horse soldier of the early 
frontier, the Mexican War, the Civil War, and the wars with the Indians. The uniforms, insignia, decorations, arms, 
and horse gear are described and profusely illustrated in three color plates and 126 black-and-white drawings. For his 
models the author used actual uniforms and equipment, supported by official government documents.Among the 
subjects covered in this volume are the dress and equipment manufactured to meet the needs of cavalrymen at the 
early outposts east of the Missouri and in the brief War with Mexico that was a testing ground for the Civil War to 
come. (Ironically, much of the equipment and arms used by the United States Cavalry was designed by officers and 
government employees who later joined the Confederates.)After the war came a new duty for the horse 
soldier—pacification of the hostile Indians of the West. As the needs of this harsh and demanding duty became clear, 
radical modifications were made to meet them. All these changes are described and minutely illustrated in this, the 
second volume of an indispensable reference work for American historians. 

About the AuthorRandy Steffen (1917-1977) was born in Maverick County, Texas, of part Sioux-Cheyenne Indian 
descent. He was the author of more than a thousand articles on military and western history. His paintings, drawings, 
and sculpture have appeared in exhibits and publications in the United States, Europe, South Africa, and Australia. In 
1976 he was presented the George Washington Award by the Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge for his 
contributions to American history. At the time of his death he was a governor of the Company of Military Historians. 
He was the author of United States Military Saddles, also published by the University of Oklahoma Press. 


