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lan Kershaw : The" Hitler Myth": Image and Reality in the Third Reich before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The "Hitler Myth": Image and Reality in the Third Reich:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent read in this time of so called "fake news' ...By Philip
R.An excellent read in thistime of so called "fake news" and the media and journalists being called "the enemies of
the state".Here is a quote from this book that somewhat speaks to today:" The price for abdicating democratic


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0192802062

responsibilities and placing uncritical trust in the 'firm leadership’ of seemingly well-intentioned political authority was
paid dearly by Germans between 1933 and 1945. Even if a collapse into new forms of fascism isinherently unlikely in
any western democracy, the massive extension of the power of the modern State over its citizensisin itself more than
sufficient cause to develop the highest level possible of educated cynicism and critical awareness as the only

protection against the marked images of present-day and future claimants to political 'leadership’.” pp. 268 - 269.After
reading lan Kershaw's "The Hitler Myth: Image an Reality in the Third Reich" you will see that journalists and
historians provide "the only protection against the marked images of present-day and future claimants to political
'leadership’." Of course, critical citizenstoo.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Hitlers biographer writes
againBy Kreg FamilyguyKershaw is an important writer on the man Adolph Hitler, and world war two from the mind
of the man who was bent on restoring Germany to what he felt was its rightful place: dominate on the European
continent2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Much better than anticipatedBy Tommy P.Initialy, the first
pages, appear to be historical fiction; however, as the book proceeds so called fiction become basic fact. This book
exposes many facets of the Nazi regiment previously somewhat misunderstood. | do admit that it is difficult reading
but once the prose is understood, very informative.

Few, if any, twentieth-century political leaders have enjoyed greater popularity among their own people than Hitler did
in the decade or so following his rise to power in 1933. The personality of Hitler himself, however, can scarcely
explain thisimmense popularity or his political effectivenessin the 1930s and '40s. His hold over the German people
lay rather in the hopes and perceptions of the millions who adored him.Based largely on the reports of government
officials, party agencies, and political opponents, lan Kershaw's groundbreaking study charts the creation, growth, and
decline of the "Hitler myth." He demonstrates how the manufactured "Fuhrer-cult" served as a crucia integrating force
within the Third Reich and avital element in the attainment of Nazi political aims. Masters of the new techniques of
propaganda, the Nazis used "image-building” to exploit the beliefs, phobias, and prejudices of the day. Kershaw
greatly enhances our understanding of the German peopl€e's attitudes and behavior under Nazi rule and the psychology
behind their adulation of Hitler.

.com Before writing the first volume of his substantial biography of Adolf Hitler, lan Kershaw focused on the popular
appeal of the Nazi dictator in The "Hitler Myth". Arguing that "the sources of Hitler's appeal must be sought ... in
those who adored him, rather than in the leader himself," Kershaw shows how Hitler's public image welded together
antagonistic forces within the Nazi state, mobilized the nation for war, and contributed to the ethos that animated
systematic and genocidal violence. Responding to historians who maintain that Hitler's personality or ideological
fixations accounted for his broad acceptance, Kershaw argues that, in the early 1930s, a sizable plurality of Germans
hungered for an omnipotent Fuhrer to stand above the political disharmonies of the Weimar state. Later, foreign policy
and military victories attracted many more to the Hitler legend. However, victories were the price for popularity; and
Hitler became more and more bloodthirsty as both hisimage and regime foundered under the blows of the Allied
powers. The Hitler myth, then--a cultural phenomenon the Reich Minister Joseph Goebbels claimed as his greatest
propaganda triumph--became a fundamental cause for the collapse of the Nazi State. Kershaw's authoritative history of
political culturein Hitler's Germany forcefully demonstrates that the Fihrer's popularity rested less on "bizarre and
arcane precepts of Nazi ideology than on social and political values ... recognizable in many societies other than the
Third Reich." In our present political environment, which repeatedly features outcries for "leadership” from pundits
and public servants alike, the disturbing lessons of The "Hitler Myth" are an urgent warning. --James Highfill "The
strength of Kershaw's study is that he moves beyond a description of the construction of the 'Hitler myth' to analyzeits
strength and resiliency.”--The Richmond Times-DispatchL anguage NotesText: English, German (translation)



