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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. OK but not greatBy Dr. DanInteresting cultural history but not much 
happens, and not written as well as some other personal histories of slavery. Still, worth reading to expand your 
understanding of how terrible the institution of slavery really was, and yet how people on both sides rose above it.5 of 
5 people found the following review helpful. Mary PrinceBy Cas AlexThis is an excellent memoir, albiet painful to 
read in certain parts. This is a must-read for history buffs--particularly those interested in the Caribbean and the system 
of slavery in the British colonies.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Important Book!By MARK S 
DENMANThis story should be mandatory for high school students (or even Jr High). First person true story of a slave.

Born in Bermuda to a house slave in 1788, Mary Prince suffered the first of many soul-shattering experiences in her 
life when she was separated from her parents and siblings at the age of twelve. Subjected to bodily and sexual abuse 
by subsequent masters, she was bought and sold several times before she was ultimately freed.The first black woman 
to break the bonds of slavery in the British colonies and publish a record of her experiences, Prince vividly recalls her 
life in the West Indies, her rebellion against physical and psychological degradation, and her eventual escape in 1828 
in England. Her straightforward, often poetic account of immense anguish, separation from her husband, and struggle 
for freedom inflamed public opinion during a period when stormy debates on abolition were common in both the 
United States and England.This edition also includes a substantial supplement by Thomas Pringle, the original editor, 
as well as another brief slave account: “The Narrative of Asa-Asa, a Captured African.”Essential reading for students 
of African-American studies, Mary Prince’s classic account of determination and endurance aids in filling the many 
gaps in black women’s history.
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