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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The History of 
Armenia: From the Origins to the Present (Palgrave Essential Histories series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I had a hard time reading the book as they ...By az;hawaii userI had 
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a hard time reading the book as they have had such a hard history. They seem to have always lived in an area of 
conflict between greater powers that used them as a buffer and their land as a war zone. It is well written.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Good overall history of ArmeniaBy kiddienurseI ordered this book to add to my 
collection of books on Armenia as it is my heritage. As soon as my mother saw it, without even opening it she said she 
had to have it for her own...I ended up giving her my copy so now I need to reorder it. Happy to do so!1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Charles L. MitsakosExceptionally well written history of a part of 
the world more people should know about.

There is a great deal of interest in the history of Armenia since its renewed independence in the 1990s and the ongoing 
debate about the genocide - an interest that informs the strong desire of a new generation of Armenian Americans to 
learn more about their heritage and has led to greater solidarity in the community. By integrating themes such as war, 
geopolitics, and great leaders, with the less familiar cultural themes and personal stories, this book will appeal to 
general readers and travellers interested in the region.

"Professor Payaslian's exceptional text on the history of the Armenians brings new insights on the development of the 
Armenian nation in the first millennium B.C. to the present. His work with the pre-Armenian material is quite 
inclusive and he seems able to think through the enormous amount of random information we have on the pre-literate 
period, and make sense of it. His understanding of the following Persian period is exceptional and equal to his work in 
the modern period, which is his specialty." - John A. C. Greppin, Professor of Linguistics, Cleveland State 
University"From its genesis through the Genocide to the second independent republic, Armenia has experienced a 
history of conquest and near annihilation, fragmentation and dispersion, as well as moments of renaissance. Simon 
Payaslian has written a fluent synthesis of that disjointed, frequently tragic, often inspiring history. In this single 
volume he has brought together the best of recent scholarship with an enviable balance and clarity to illustrate how a 
people has survived in a most dangerous neighborhood for two and a half millennia." - Ronald Grigor Suny, Charles 
Tilly Collegiate Professor of Social and Political History, University of Michigan and Professor Emeritus of Political 
Science and History, University of ChicagoAbout the AuthorSimon Payaslian is Kaloosdian/Mugar Chair in Armenian 
Genocide Studies and Modern Armenian History, Clark University. He lives in Worcester, Massachusetts. 


