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Thomas R. Flagel And Ken Allers Jr. : The History Buff's Guide to Gettysburg (History Buff's Guides)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The History Buff's Guide to 
Gettysburg (History Buff's Guides): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. I Loved This Book!!By MJMI had made plans for my first visit to 
Gettysburg several months ago and wanted to absorb as much information as I possibly could about the battle before I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1581825099


arrived. Flagel's top ten list gave me snippets of information that were extremely helpful and easy to recall once I got 
on the battlefield itself.I didn't have time to read a tome on the battle ... this book gave me everything I needed to cram 
for my trip and I had to agree with almost all of his lists. I am really glad I read the book before I visited. I highly 
recommend it!PS -- I also read his book, "The History Buff's Guide to the Civil War" in the same format. Awesome!!1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting work!By Jorge I. VillanuevaI am visiting Gettysburg in a 
couple of months so i decided to buy this book to get ready for that visit.I really enjoyed the book as is written in a 
very clear yet well reserched manner.I enjoyed the description of the main characters involved and and some of the 
unsung heroes too.The only thing that i didnt like is the fact that the book is presented in a "top ten" kind of form 
where the authors list every topic.But the book is a must for everyone who wants to know abouit this battle.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Linda E Drillingexcellent

Prior to the battle of Gettysburg on July 1-3, 1863, the costliest battle of the Civil War had been Antietam, in 
September 1862, in which more than 23,000 were killed or wounded in eleven hours. At Gettysburg, approximately 
33,000 were killed or wounded and another 10,000 missing in action.The History Buff's Guide™ to Gettysburg covers 
the action of those days and the surrounding area by means of detailed top-ten lists, ranking the best, worst, first, and 
most significant elements of the largest and deadliest battle of the Civil War. Chapters include: Coming to the 
Crossroads: Why the battle was fought, the people involved, key events leading up to the battle, and the role of the 
environment. The Battle: Why Confederate forces prevailed on the first day and Union forces on the second, why 
Pickett's charge failed, the bloodiest fields of fire, and the actions of civilians during the battle. The Last Full Measure: 
The regiments with the worst losses, the highest-ranking officers wounded or killed, the most common causes of 
death. The Wake of the Battle: Military and civilian reactions, civilian activities after the battle, and lasting effects. In 
Retrospect: The best and worst performing commanders, myths and misconceptions, and enduring controversies. 
Pursuing Gettsyburg: Points of interest on the battlefield and in town, the best monuments, Lincoln sites in the area, 
sites that have been lost to development, and the best books on Gettysburg. From the days leading up to the historic 
battle and the aftermath in which the townsfolk were left to rebuild their lives and town (and the later establishment of 
the national battlefield park), The History Buff's Guide™ to Gettysburg is a fresh, new approach to the subject. 

"While most history books are dry monologues of people, places, events and dates, The History Buff's Guide is 
ingeniously written and full of not only first-person accounts but crafty prose. For example, in introducing the major 
commanders, the authors basically call Confederate Lt. General Richard S. Ewell a chicken literally. 'Bald, bug-eyed, 
beak-nosed Dick Stoddard Ewell had all the aesthetic charm of a flightless foul.' To balance things back out a few 
pages later, they say federal MG George Gordon Meade looked like a 'brooding gargoyle with an intense cold stare, an 
image in perfect step with his nature.' Although it's called a guide to Gettysburg, in my opinion, it's a authoritative 
guide to the Civil War. Any history buff or Civil War enthusiast or even that casual reader should pick it up. --Clif 
Lusk, "Book Bit" - WTBF Radio, Troy, ALAbout the AuthorThomas R. Flagel teaches American History at Columbia 
State Community College in Columbia, Tennessee. He holds degrees from Loras College, Kansas State University, 
Creighton University, and has studied at the University of Vienna. He currently lives in Franklin, Tennessee. 


