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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Should be required reading!By CBanksThis is a remarkable read -- 
the research Gerda Lerner put forth over many years (decades) to preserve the Grimke sisters'place in history (and the 
prominence they well deserve) is, in itself, inspiring; however, the impact these two sisters had on both the abolitionist 
and women's rights movements is truly incredible. That I'd never heard of them until I happened to read Sue Monk 
Kidd's "The Invention of Wings" (which I thought was a mediocre attempt at historical fiction) is disheartening. 
Lerner's book should be on everyone's required reading list. If you're a fan of David McCullough or Doris Kearns 
Goodwin, you will certainly appreciate Lerner's methodical and exhaustive approach to historical research as well as 
her ability to transport you to a very difficult and tragic time in our nation's history.9 of 9 people found the following 
review helpful. The gutsy Grimke sistersBy Lu Ann W. DarlingThe Grimke sisters were indeed gutsy; southern born 
women who rebelled against slavery and took to the northern hustings to make their case. Gerda Lerner has done a 
splendid job of mapping their story.Later I found they were not the only ones in the Grimke family to rebel against 
"that peculiar institution". Mark Perry's book Lift Up Thy Voice, should be a companion piece, because the sisters had 
two mulatto nephews they helped educate and who also became abolitionists.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. The Grimke Sisters of South CarolinaBy N. C. AllenAn extremely thorough history of their lives and times. 
What amazing women they both were, especially given their southern, social background. Very detailed research, but 
readable. I bought this book to supplement an historical novel based on their lives we were reading for my book club 
group..

The only Southern white women ever to become leading abolitionists, Sarah and Angelina Grimké encountered many 
obstacles and leapt many hurdles in pursuing their anti-slavery work. Their greatest accomplishment was overcoming 
the ubiquitous prejudices of society in regard to women. Indeed, they were the first women to take to the public 
platform and the first to assert women's rights. In The Grimké Sisters from South Carolina, Gerda Lerner, herself a 
leading historian and pioneer in women's studies, tells the compelling history of these determined sisters and the 
inroads they made for women and blacks alike. From their wealthy upbringing in Charleston, South Carolina, the 
societal restraints that kept them from higher education, and their utter contempt of slavery, to their conversion to the 
Quaker religion, and monumental achievements at the podium and with the pen, Lerner illuminates the lasting 
contributions of the Grimké sisters, as well as the important role played by women in the anti-slavery movement.

"[A]dmirably researched and flawlessly told....Mrs. Lerner has written a book she can be proud of."--Washington 
Star"Gerda Lerners book shows the unusual combination of warmth and historical scholarship that we all look for and 
don't often find."--Robert Coles"It is good to know that at last the story of two of the most remarkable women in 
American history is fully and sensitively told."--Carl Degler This book has become a classic work of history that 
illustrates what is now a central premise among historians: that women's lives mattered in creating the social, cultural, 
and political contours of the past. In both style and substance, The Grimke Sisters stands out as a model work of 
history that has inspired a generation of students and scholars. Lerner is truly a master of historical prose.--Jacquelyn 
Dowd Hall, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill[An] admirable and path-breaking study.--The South Carolina 
Historical MagazineFrom the Inside FlapThis revised and expanded edition of Lerner's biography of Angelina and 
Sarah Grimke includes two new primary documents and an additional essay by Lerner. In a revised introduction 
Lerner reinterprets her own work nearly forty years later and gives new recognition to the major significance of Sarah 
Grimke's feminist writings. 


