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Denise Kiernan : The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World War II 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Girls of Atomic 
City: The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World War II: 

239 of 243 people found the following review helpful. Everyone should read this book!By Margery McGrathThe other 
reviews on "The Girls of Atomic City" are wonderfully written. I agree with all the positive comments on the book's 
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accurate reflection of the times, and I loved getting to know "the girls". I wanted to write a review because of a family 
connection! I'm 91 and have always been interested in keeping alive the stories of my relatives. I remember in 1943 
my aunt came to tell my mother that she had accepted a very important job in Tennessee, but that she could not talk 
about it. She would be leaving soon and wanted to say goodbye. My aunt honored the code of silence about her work 
at Oak Ridge all her life. Long after the war we knew she had something to do with the project to built the atomic 
bomb, but I had no idea of the challenging reality she faced until reading the book on my Kindle. Many puzzle pieces 
about my aunt have now fallen into place. I am so grateful that the author decided to tell this story of how ordinary 
women put their country's needs ahead of their own. It is wonderful that their contribution is being recognized.197 of 
205 people found the following review helpful. "The Girls of Atomic City" tells Oak Ridge's story in a new lightBy 
David Ray SmithDenise Kiernan has succeeded in her new book, "The Girls of Atomic City," to tell the story of Oak 
Ridge, TN, during the Manhattan Project in a way that is unique and gives insight until now hidden. Writers who have 
focused on this story before have either featured the technical details or have focused on the overall and truly amazing 
accomplishment that ended a World War having already killed 54,000,000 people! A great story, however, told.But, 
Denise takes a much more intimate and personal approach to telling this amazing story in Oak Ridge (where 60% of 
the approximately $2 billion "Project" was spent) using the eyes (and memories) of some of the working ladies who 
actually did the real work of separating uranium (without knowing it), checking the leaks in pipes (not knowing where 
the pipes went), keeping the statistical data, doing the hard work of a janitor, a chemist (who got closest to the 
"product") and secretaries who saw documents they could never discuss. This approach results in a more realistic 
telling of the day to day activities in Oak Ridge and the government sites of X-10, Y-12, K-25 and S-50. The intrigue 
springs from every page!The stories of these nine ladies, (Helen, Colleen, Celia, Toni, Jane, Kattie, Virginia, Dot and 
Rosemary), each unique, yet each holding much in common, is bound together by Denise's wonderfully talented skill 
as a writer. She paints a composite picture of Oak Ridge and the Manhattan Project that will become a classic in the 
literature of this extraordinary historical accomplishment that has led to so many technological advances of the 
Nuclear Age.This amazing world changing experiment was begun using many women from various backgrounds as 
workers. The interviews and detailed memories of the lives Denise touched while researching this book have produced 
more than a mere book, she has created lasting relationships with the last of the living who actually experienced 
something many cannot imagine. They were personally involved in what has been labeled the most significant military 
industrial scientific breakthrough in the history of the world.Remember, these nine represent literally thousands of 
other women who worked just as diligently, just as courageously, to help win that awful war. Denise captures the grit, 
the determination and the resultant exuberance when their efforts produced that glorious peace stopping the 
killing.Reading "The Girls of Atomic City" is a delightful and spellbinding tale that were it not true would be fiction of 
the highest order, but it is real...these women lived it. Denise has captured it.The book is a must read for anyone who 
studies the Manhattan Project history or especially the history of Oak Ridge, TN, and who wants to share the insights 
of these women who were there when it happened.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Women and thier 
important Contributions to ending WW IIBy GayleThis is a historical account of women from a variety of 
backgrounds involved in one of the most important and controversial secret initiatives of WW II. I had two Aunts that 
worked in the Atomic city and my mother spent time visiting them and this book captures their community that rose 
from nothing and how they lived.My Aunts received a Certificate from the Department of War for their contribution in 
ending WW II. They never told what they did at Oakridge until the last years of their lives.This book inspires through 
a view into the spirit and tenacity of these intelligent and simple women who produced one of the most powerful 
weapons in the world while maintaining silence about the project. It also points out the discrimination and struggles 
women and African Americans endured during those years.I recommend this book for anyone interested in the science 
and political environment of the time leading up to the use of the Atomic bomb.

The New York Times bestseller, now available in paperback—an incredible true story of the top-secret World War II 
town of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and the young women brought there unknowingly to help build the atomic bomb.“The 
best kind of nonfiction: marvelously reported, fluidly written, and a remarkable story...As meticulous and brilliant as it 
is compulsively readable.” —Karen Abbott, author of Sin in the Second CityAt the height of World War II, Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, was home to 75,000 residents, and consumed more electricity than New York City, yet it was 
shrouded in such secrecy that it did not appear on any map. Thousands of civilians, many of them young women from 
small towns across the U.S., were recruited to this secret city, enticed by the promise of solid wages and war-ending 
work. What were they actually doing there? Very few knew. The purpose of this mysterious government project was 
kept a secret from the outside world and from the majority of the residents themselves. Some wondered why, despite 
the constant work and round-the-clock activity in this makeshift town, did no tangible product of any kind ever seem 
to leave its guarded gates? The women who kept this town running would find out at the end of the war, when Oak 
Ridge’s secret was revealed and changed the world forever.Drawing from the voices and experiences of the women 
who lived and worked in Oak Ridge, The Girls of Atomic City rescues a remarkable, forgotten chapter of World War 
II from obscurity. Denise Kiernan captures the spirit of the times through these women: their pluck, their desire to 



contribute, and their enduring courage. “A phenomenal story,” and Publishers Weekly called it an “intimate and 
revealing glimpse into one of the most important scientific developments in history.”“Kiernan has amassed a deep 
reservoir of intimate details of what life was like for women living in the secret city...Rosie, it turns out, did much 
more than drive rivets.” —The Washington Post

.com A Note from Denise Kiernan, Author of The Girls of Atomic City Most of us have grown up with the humbling 
power of the atomic bomb looming somewhere in our collective consciousness. We are at least familiar with the 
phrase "Manhattan Project," even if we know little of the history behind that World War II effort to make the world's 
first nuclear weapon. Los Alamos. Oppenheimer. Fermi. Groves. These names may ring a bell, if only a distant one. 
The story of the Manhattan Project is often discussed from the perspective of high-profile scientific minds and 
decision-makers. A black-and-white photo of young women monitoring gigantic panels covered in knobs and dials 
both altered my view of this story and inspired me to write The Girls of Atomic City. I was struck by the youth of 
these women, the size of the room, the unfamiliar technology. They did not know they were enriching uranium and 
would not know until a bomb detonated above Hiroshima. What were they thinking? What did the Manhattan Project 
look like through their eyes? I had my way in. I tracked down everyone I could who had worked on the Manhattan 
Project in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, during World War II. I entered a top-secret compound, one that straddled two 
worlds: that which existed before and that which followed the dawn of the nuclear age. Octogenarians as my trusted 
guides, I found not only fission and cyclotrons, but rations and dances. The satisfaction of doing one's part mixed with 
the anxiety of wartime. It was a world of pioneering spirit and propaganda, of scientific gains and personal loss. Loved 
ones were far away, deadlines and informants lurking much nearer. There was always waiting: for news, for cigarettes, 
for letters, for the end of the war. When that end came, it was a relief and a shock. Secrets were revealed, others still 
remain. I hope readers will be as fascinated by this moment in time as I was, as I still am. Young female cubicle 
operators monitor the activity of the calutrons, the heart of the uranium electromagnetic separation process at the Y-12 
plant. Courtesy of Ed Westcott Click here for a larger image. 


