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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ghosts of Iwo
Jima (Williams-Ford Texas AM University Military History Series):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The battle and the legacyBy Jonathan BaumBoth a history of the
battle and the story of itslegacy, this book is a very readable myth buster on the Marine Corps' defining moment. In


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=160344517X

spite of the incredible ferocity of the battle, it was probably pointless and did not really contribute in a meaningful way
to America's victory over Japan. However, Joe Rosenthal's famous photograph was used widely as a propaganda tool
to promote War Bond sales during the war and to ensure the continued existence of the USMC after it ended. Burell is
aMarine officer, so no axe-grinding is going on here. Revisionism in the best sense of the word. Certainly worth
reading.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerExcellent book0 of O people found
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAn excellent book!

In February 1945, some 80,000 U.S. Marines attacked the heavily defended fortress that the Japanese had constructed
on the tiny Pacific island of Iwo Jima. Leaders of the Army Air Forces said they needed the airfields there to provide
fighter escort for their B-29 bombers. At the cost of 28,000 American casualties, the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Marine
Divisions dutifully conquered this desolate piece of hell with a determination and sacrifice that have become legendary
in the annals of war, immortalized in the photograph of six Marines raising the American flag on Mount Suribachi.But
the Army Air Forces fighter operations on Iwo Jima subsequently proved both unproductive and unnecessary. After
the fact, a number of other justifications were generated to rationalize this tragically expensive battle. Ultimately,
misleading statistics were presented to contend that the number of lives saved by B-29 emergency landings on Ilwo
Jima outweighed the cost of its capture.In The Ghosts of Iwo Jima, Captain Robert S. Burrell masterfully reconsiders
the costs of taking Iwo Jima and itsrole in the war effort. His thought-provoking analysis also highlights the greater
contribution of Iwo Jima’s valiant dead: They inspired a reverence for the Marine Corps that proved critical to its
institutional survival and its embodiment of American national spirit. From the 7th War Loan Campaign of 1945
through the flag-raising at Ground Zero in 2001, the immortal image of Iwo Jima has become a symbol of American
patriotism itself.Burrell’ s searching account of this fabled island conflict will advance our understanding of World
War |1 and its continuing legacy for the twenty-first century. At last, the battle s ghosts may unvell its ultimate, and
most crucial, |essons.

"[Burrell's] analysis and conclusions will revolutionize current scholarship in this area and have a significant impact
on awide range of issues, including topics beyond Iwo Jima. . . Thisbook should have a dramatic impact on scholarly
and public views of the campaign and larger issues such as strategic planning and decision-making during the war."--
Coal. Jon T. Hoffman, USMCR, former deputy director of the Marine Corps History and Museum Division and author
of "Chesty: The Story of Lt. Gen LewisB. Puller" ". . . thisis the first book they should pick up if they want to
seriously understand both the realities and the power of one of our most sacred icons." From the PublisherBurrell's
searching account of thisfabled island conflict will advance our understanding of World War Il and its continuing
legacy for the twenty-first century. At last, the battl€'s ghosts may unveil its ultimate, and most crucial, lessons.



