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Geirr H. Haarr : The German Invasion of Norway: April 1940  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The German Invasion of Norway: April 1940: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Volume 1 of 2By Rich MarshThis is the first of a two volume set 
covering the April through June, 1940 - the Invasion of and Battles for Norway. The second volume is The Battle for 
Norway, April-June 1940 It also discusses the invasion of Denmark - but only in the context of how it affected the 
invasion of Norway.In particular, this book offers lessons for people involved in leadership roles, because it shows 
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how the lack of proper planning, training, and the lack of specific directions during events basically handed Norway to 
the Germans on a silver platter. Everyone tended towards inaction, when action was required. It is clear that specific 
directions from senior leadership would have blunted, if not thwarted the German invasion. Further, it demonstrates 
what happened when senior leaders (in the British Admiralty) issued orders outside of the chain-of-command to junior 
leaders - resulting in avoidable disasters and inaction from higher ranking officers.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Astonishingly well researched. The story of the German invasion ...By ERIC WAstonishingly well 
researched. The story of the German invasion is very clearly told in a way no other English language book on the 
subject has ever done. The first part of the book focuses on the prelude to the invasion while the second half describes 
how the invasion unfolded in each major geographical area of Norway. I appreciate the separation of chapters by 
location, Olso, Bergen, Narvik, etc...On an unrelated note to the content of the book--the actual physical book itself 
completely fell apart before I was finished reading it. The binding was very weak causing pages to fall out. This is 
unacceptable for a book that can be used as a reference. However, I noted that this is the only paperback book of Geirr 
Haarr's with Naval Institute Press.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. EXCELLENT DEPICTION OF 
THE EVENTS!By douglas a jonesTHIS BOOK WAS EXCELLENT. I CAN'T WAIT TO READ HIS SECOND 
VOLUME ABOUT THE INVASION OF NORWAY. AS A HISTORIAN, BOOKS SHOULD BE WRITTEN IN A 
CERTAIN WAY, AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED. HAAR DOES THIS MASTERFULLY. HE SETS THE STAGE, 
GIVES THE POLITICAL AS WELL AS MILITARY NECESSITIES, AND THEN TURNS LOOSE A TORRENT 
OF GOOD READING. HE BREAKS THE BOOK DOWN INTO PHASES, FIRST OSLO, THEN UP THE COAST 
UNTIL YOU REACH NARVIK AND THE CLIMACTIC NAVAL BATTLES THERE. HE PUTS THINGS INTO A 
MUCH CLEARER PICTURE THAN ANY PREVIOUS HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT. I LEARNED SO MUCH 
FROM HIS BOOK. THE ONLY NEGATIVE I HAD WOULD BE TO ADD MORE MAPS. MAYBE A GOOD 
MAP OF THE REGION HE IS DISCUSSING AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH CHAPTER. OTHERWISE I 
HEARTILY RECOMMEND THIS WONDERFUL HISTORY OF CONFLICT IN NORWAY.

This major history documents the German invasion of Norway, focusing on the events at sea. The first operation in 
which the air force, army, and navy worked closely together, Operation Weserübung included the first dive-bomber 
attack to sink a major warship and the first carrier task-force operations. Based on primary sources from British, 
German, and Norwegian archives, this book gives a balanced account of the reasons behind the invasion and 
showcases an unrivaled collection of photographs. As the definitive study of Germany's first and last major seaborne 
invasion, it offers a close look at an important but often neglected aspect of World War II.

“….Very well researched and written work.” ? Air Power HistoryAbout the AuthorGeirr H. Haarr lives in Stavanger, 
Norway and travels extensively in his capacity as an industrial executive, working in environmental project 
development. Combining his academic training, research skills and a passion for naval history, he has delved into 
some of the more exciting aspects of the naval history of WWII in Europe. 


