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Geirr Haarr : The Gathering Storm: The Naval War in Northern Europe, September 1939-April 1940 before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Gathering Storm: The
Naval War in Northern Europe, September 1939-April 1940:

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic coverage of an often neglected area.By fletchmed!| have
always had a great interest in the naval war in Europe in World War I1. However, most books are usually just another
rendition about the U-boat war or the Bismarck. This book is an extensively detailed yet highly readable account of the
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first year of the war. The research isgreat. It gives agreat explanation of the planning before the war and how the
subsequent battles unfolded. | know of no other book that covers this era of naval war, let alone coversit thiswell.14
of 14 people found the following review helpful. A great book full of new informationBy mj swartsfantastic book, it
carried me completely away. No phoney war at seain 1939-1940 (as mr Haarr rightly states). Whats more, he savery
good writer. Lots of information | didnt ever heard of. Great research, here no rewriting of older books. Im glad | can
start with his two other books about the (sea) fighting around Norway. If you are interested in the war at sea buy and
read it!'l hope to hear much more from Mr. Haarr in the future.btw look at the fabulous cover illustration by Anthony
Cowland7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding!By James V. MacleanOne of the best histories
written in regardsto naval warfare during the first year of WWII. If you are unfamiliar with the work of Geirr Haarr
you should read his two volume account of the Norwegian Campaign, one of the best accounts written on this
forgotten theater. | am hoping Haarr continues this series and covers each year of the war. Keep in mind The
Gathering Storm only covers the war in Northern Europe. So if you are searching for an account of the Battle of the
River Plate, you will need to look elsewhere. The book is well worth the investment!

Thisis asuperb survey of the fierce naval struggles, from 1939 up to the invasion of the Norway in April 1940.
Beginning with the sinking of the German fleet at Scapa Flow in 1919, it then covers the rebuilding of the
Kriegsmarine and parallel developmentsin the Royal Navy, and in the European navies. Focusing on the actions at sea
after the fall of Poland, this history covers the sinking of Courageous, the German mining of the British East Coast, the
Northern Patrol, the sinking of Rawalpindi, small ship operations in the North Sea and German Bight, the Altmark
incident, German surface raiders and the early stages of the submarine war in the Atlantic. Researched extensively in
German, British, and other archives, the work isintended to paint a balanced and detailed picture of this significant
period of the war when the opposing naval forces were adapting to aform of naval warfare quite different to that
experienced in WWI.

About the AuthorGeirr H. Haarr lives in Stavanger, Norway and travels extensively in his capacity as an industrial
executive, working in environmental project development. Combining his academic training, research skillsand a
passion for naval history, he has delved into some of the more exciting aspects of the naval history of WWII in
Europe.



