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Drew Sanders : The Garden of Eden: The Story of a Freedmen's Community in Texas  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Garden of Eden: The Story of a 
Freedmen's Community in Texas: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Hard to put down.....By ruby tuesdayThis account of times past is 
not only intriguing but very informative. Time will pass you by as you sit thoroughly captured by the stores and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0875656250


pictures. The exhaustive amount of research necessary to compile this book is hard to fathom. ..I commend it's author 
and editors.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book was absolutely rewarding. The 30 years of 
...By CustomerThe book was absolutely rewarding. The 30 years of research conducted is evident in the text. Includes 
a historical narrative of a family's unique and unusual history. I am proud to be a part.

Tucked in a bend of the Trinity River a few minutes from downtown Fort Worth, the Garden of Eden neighborhood 
has endured for well over a century as a homeplace for freed African American slaves and their descendants. Among 
the earliest inhabitants in the Garden, Major and Malinda Cheney assembled over 200 acres of productive farmland on 
which they raised crops and cattle, built a substantial home for their children, and weathered a series of family crises 
that ranged from a false accusation of rape and attempted lynching to the murder of their eldest son. Major and 
Malinda Cheney s great-great-grandson, Drew Sanders, recounts engaging tales of the family s life against the 
backdrop of Fort Worth and Tarrant County history among them stories about the famous family Sunday dinners 
(recipes included). Though some family members, including writer Bob Ray Sanders and transplant specialist Dollie 
Gentry, no longer live in this special place, life in the Garden of Eden still shapes the family s character and binds 
them to the homeplace."

About the AuthorDREW SANDERS grew up in the Garden of Eden, where he listened to stories of the early days told 
by his Aunt Doll and grandfather James Dick Cheney Sanders. He worked for thirty-eight years for the Fort Worth 
Sand and Gravel Division of TXI and spent over thirty years researching family history for this book." 


