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John Hope Franklin : The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-1860  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-1860: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I Highly Recommend John Hope Franklin's "The Free Negro in 
Noth Carolina"By William D Howardi am about to write a biography of my paternal ancestors who come from North 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807845469


Carolina. My apical NC ancestor lived from about 1799 to 1857 (the period covered by this book), and he was a free 
person of color (who owned his own business), but he was born a slave. I can hardly begin to tell you how much I 
learned about him and his descendants as a result of reading this well researched and documented book. It is written 
clearly, and I could hardly bear to put it down.I definitely recommend this book!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. It is a great read, well researched and writtenBy CustomerIt is a great read, well researched and 
written. However I was looking for genealogical information, of which there is very little and none of value to me. 
However that does not take away for the value of the book. John L. Whitney0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Three StarsBy F W HallNo fault to the author, it was not the book I was looking for.

John Hope Franklin has devoted his professional life to the study of African Americans. Originally published in 1943 
by UNC Press, The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-1860 was his first book on the subject. As Franklin shows, 
freed slaves in the antebellum South did not enjoy the full rights of citizenship. Even in North Carolina, reputedly 
more liberal than most southern states, discriminatory laws became so harsh that many voluntarily returned to slavery.

"A well-balanced and objective study of a subject that is often distorted with prejudice." -- "Political Science 
Quarterly""An admirable piece of work. . . . This book gives a fairly complete picture of the plight of the North 
Carolina free people of color." -- "Commonwealth"John Hope Franklin's classic study of the African American 
experience in North Carolina. An admirable piece of work. . . . This book gives a fairly complete picture of the plight 
of the North Carolina free people of color.--CommonwealA well-balanced and objective study of a subject that is often 
distorted with prejudice.--Political Science QuarterlyFrom the Back CoverJohn Hope Franklin has devoted his 
professional life to the study of the American South and African Americans. Originally published in 1943 by UNC 
Press, The Free Negro in North Carolina, 1790-1860 was his first book on the subject. As Franklin shows, freed blacks 
in the antebellum South did not enjoy the full rights of citizenship. Even in North Carolina, reputedly more liberal than 
most southern states, discriminatory laws became so harsh that some voluntarily returned to slavery. When Franklin 
wrote The Free Negro in North Carolina, the subject of free blacks had received scant attention from scholars. Since 
then, however, the topic has generated a great deal of interest. In a new foreword to this edition, Franklin surveys the 
scholarship on free blacks that has appeared since the original publication of his study, and he reaffirms the 
importance of understanding the variations and complexities of the African American experience. 


