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Willie E. Cooper : The Forgotten Legacy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Forgotten Legacy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. History LessonBy Teresa BeasleyThe Forgotten Legacy by Willie 
Cooper provides readers with a history of the Civil War. Black soldiers and sailors fought in this war even though they 
were not given true recognition. African Americans were not seen as important, did not have a voice, but were still 
willing to fight in hopes of making a difference.The author shares his family history and its importance to him. Willie 
Cooper's ancestor, George Reid fought in the Rebellion/Civil War of 1861-1865. George's contribution to this war as 
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well as his fellow soldiers freed thousands of slaves and helped slaves free their families. Everyone's family has a 
history and it is important to trace your heritage. Everyone may have had an ancestor that fought along with George 
Reid and his regiment.The Forgotten Legacy is about family history and making a difference. The author shares with 
readers how his ancestor made a mark on history and how it changed the lives of thousands of individuals. This book 
gives slaves and soldiers a voice. The illustrations helped in understanding the battle and what the soldiers went 
through. I recommend The Forgotten Legacy to others.This book was provided by the publisher for review 
purposes.Teresa BeasleyARBC Reviews3.5 Stars0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
ReadingBy Lynda C. CooperI enjoyed this book. It was very factual and interesting. The author describes the battles 
so well, that I could visualize them. I also enjoyed the illustrations.

The Forgotten Legacy: This book was written to honor the memory of millions of black people who seized the 
opportunity to free themselves; and for the memory of Willie Coppers great grandfather, George Reid, and the black 
soldiers and sailors who fought in the War of the Rebellion. Without their bravery, gallantry, and valor, we might very 
well be enslaved today. The 36th regiment, originally named the 2nd North Carolina Colored Volunteers, led by 
Brigadier General Edward Wild, participated in pacification incursions in 1863 in northeastern North Carolina. This 
military invasion freed over 3, 000 slaves and many soldiers freed their family members. More than 209,000 black 
soldiers, over 30,000 black sailors and at least a quarter of a million of black men and women, called contraband, pla-
yed a crucial role in helping the Union side win the Civil War in 1865. This victory was crucial to ending slavery in 
the United States. Over 38,000 black soldiers died in this effort. This book will open your eyes to the efforts and 
victories of many who were never mentioned in other historocal books

About the AuthorWillie Cooper was born in Bertie County, Windsor, North Carolina. He received a B.A. in History 
from North Carolina Central University in Durham, North Carolina. He received M.A. degrees from Brooklyn College 
and Queens College. After working for thirty years in public education, he retired from The New York City Board of 
Education. During those years, he worked as a teacher and as an administrator. He currently resides in Queens, New 
York with his lovely wife, Lynda. This is the author s first book. 


