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Isaiah L Reed : The Forgotten Act: General Sherman's Special Field Order Number 15  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Forgotten Act: General Sherman's Special 
Field Order Number 15: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. "The Forgotten Act" is a must read work that must be 
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remembered.By raptorman88Too often our perceptions of historical figures are framed by the passing drive by media 
and mass marketed pseudo historical documentaries. These programs may be easy to digest, but often stray from 
reality to bolster whatever agenda the creator is attempting to convey. Sherman's life is a perfect example of a 
complex, highly textured man who has often gotten a bad wrap through this revisionist history. Reeds book corrects 
this misconception with style and passion. It is not only very well written, but thought provoking and compelling. His 
arguments are passionate, but level headed and logical, supported by the facts not the fears. If you are interested in 
civil war history, "The Forgotten Act" is a must read work that must be remembered.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. The book was easy to readBy CustomerThe Forgotten Act, General Sherman's Special Field Order 15. 
This was a very interesting book to read. I learned many things I did not know about the Order, and General Sherman. 
The book was easy to read, and hard to stop reading. Unlike other historical non fiction books I have read. My views 
on the period, the General, and the Order were definitely changed. I would recommend this book to everyone.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. I thoroughly enjoyed this piece of historical research literatureBy 
CustomerI thoroughly enjoyed this piece of historical research literature. I was pleasantly surprised by how easily it 
was to digest and reflect on the information provided. It is perfect for a research paper or just someone looking to be 
enlighten on a piece of civil war history. I highly recommend this book.

On January 12, 1865, Major General William Tecumseh Sherman and Secretary of War, Edwin McMasters Stanton 
met with a group of twenty freed African Americans in the city of Savannah Georgia. The purpose of the meeting was 
to gain an understanding of the way the men viewed their future as a free people. The result of this meeting was 
General Sherman’s “Special Field Order Number 15.”An Order which provided the emancipated people with a 
foundation on which to begin their new way of life. General Sherman’s plan for the order and his own views on 
abolition have been under attack since its conception. The Forgotten Act is a comprehensive and in depth study of the 
circumstances and controversy around General Sherman’s views of the freed people and his belief in the cause and 
future of the Field Order.


