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Steve E. Kiba : The Flag: My Story: Kidnapped by Red China  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Flag: My Story: Kidnapped by Red China: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Recently I recommended the book to the Barberton book club for 
reading ...By CustomerI admit that I am prejudiced because he is my uncle. I remember the horror stories that my 
mother told me he went through. It was pure hell on earth. Recently I recommended the book to the Barberton book 
club for reading and was told that they could not find any libraries that had the book. I would have to pick another. It is 
a good book and one that I feel should be read. The American people need to know what the POWs in any of the 
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conflicts go through. The public needs to know how inhuman some of these organizations and countries are. They 
should be shown the same humanity (or inhumanity as the case might be). Sadly there are few books out there 
detailing what our POWs go through. Here is one and I dare folks to read it. I will probably have to buy and donate 
copies to the library, but that will be if they will only agree to put it on the shelf for the public.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. A Great American's StoryBy Ken CicoraTeriffic book by a very special person. While a 
disturbing story to read through because of all that happened to Steve Kiba, it is a must read book.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. 581 st ARC Wing korea and phillippines clark fieldBy john hydeI was in that oufit the 
581st and colonel Arnold was my comanding officer..he got shot down on our first mission, and i learned details I did 
not knowabout.. I am sharing it with my fellow airman that I was stationed with.thank you...J J Hyde

The Flag is the true story about Steve Kiba, Radio Operator on an unarmed B-29 during the Korean War. He 
graphically details the horrors that began with his being shot down over North Korea and being captured and ended 
almost 32 months later with his release from a political prison in Peking, Red China.Steve vividly takes us from prison 
to prison on a 'virtual reality' journey through the Red Chinese gulag system. He shares his feelings of fear, anxiety, 
frustration, despair, abandonment, and hopelessness. His story allows us to endure vicariously the POW/MIA 
experience: unending hours of solitary, excruciating pain of seemingly endless interrogation and re-education sessions, 
the constant pain of hunger and unquenched thirst, and the devastating effects of prolonged sleep deprivation.Coupled 
with the pains of deprivation, we share his physical, emotional, and mental distress of living in utter filth, being denied 
even the most basic sanitary and hygienic needs, being daily threatened never to be released, and suffering the 
continuous barrage of false accusations: violating Red Chinese airspace, working for the CIA, and engaging in germ 
warfare.In October 1954, Steve was judged guilty of war crimes, and in November he was sentenced to four years 
imprisonment.

About the AuthorSteve Kiba was born February 5, 1932, in Lundale, West Virginia. His parents were Hungarian 
immigrants who worked hard to rear their eleven children. Seeking opportunities for better education and employment, 
the family moved to Akron, Ohio, in 1945. Steve graduated from Kenmore High School in 1950, and in July he joined 
the Air Force. He proudly served his country for 5 years, almost 32 months as a political prisoner in Red China. He 
was deported from Red China on August 4, 1955. After he left the Air Force, he went to college and earned a BA from 
the University of Akron in 1959 and an MA in Spanish from Kent State University in 1967. He and his wife Darlene 
now reside in South Carolina. 


