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John B. Lundstrom : The First Team: Pacific Naval Air Combat from Pearl Harbor to Midway  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The First Team: Pacific Naval 
Air Combat from Pearl Harbor to Midway: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Wealth of detail on early WW2 Pacific Theatre operations; brown 
shoes will love itBy Chase DahlDefinitely meant for a specific audience; insanely-detailed in regards to flight group 
composition and day-to-day management. Obviously intended for folks who already have at least a moderate-to-expert 
handle on WW2 Pacific Theatre and enthusiasts who "want to go deeper". Narrative is decent and serves its purpose 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=159114471X


into tying together the reams of details Mr. Lundstrom has collected, but folks wanting a more popular and/or easily-
digested narrative should definitely go elsewhere. A fine effort and I imagine this book will become a secondary 
source for many other WW2 books to come :)0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The First Team: Early 
Carrier warfare in the Pacific. A definite Must Have for serious students of Naval Air Warfare !By Dan 
ssssßßsßßssssßsßsssssssssssßssßssssssssssssssssßßßßßßssssssssßßsssßsssßsssssssssqsqssssqqq1sJohn Lundstrom has 
written one of the very best Histories of the early Pacific war. The First Team brings much of the latest data and 
thought to bear upon the period covering December, 1941 through the Battle of Midway, in early June of 1942. The 
development of Carrier tactics, weaponry and aircraft complements is fully brought to the fore, and focuses on the 
rapid change that U . S . Naval forces had to both adjust to, and readily apply to operational usage. The First Team, 
covers the early Carrier Raids by Halsey and others, the Doolittle Raid, Coral Sea and lastly, concludes with Midway ! 
I know of no better work that covers the U.S. Naval Aviation efforts of this period, that of " The First Team" in action 
and in it's initial combats. I heartily and unreservedly recommend this work to any truly serious student of early 
Carrier warfare.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Gobs of detail (read as mundane, day to day ...By 
Terri L. WelisekGobs of detail (read as mundane, day to day minutia but still interesting) for the first 6 months of the 
carrier war. Much appears to have been lifted from the air operations logs. The interesting stuff was in the detail about 
the early issues with the Wildcats and Buffaloes. Worth having in your library if you are really interested in the 
subject. By the time I got to Midway I was looking forward to the end of the book.

Hailed as one of the finest examples of aviation research, this comprehensive 1984 study presents a detailed and 
scrupulously accurate operational history of carrier-based air warfare. From the earliest operations in the Pacific 
through the decisive Battle of Midway, it offers a narrative account of how ace fighter pilots like Jimmy Thach and 
Butch O'Hare and their skilled VF squadron mates--called the "first team"--amassed a remarkable combat record in the 
face of desperate odds. Tapping both American and Japanese sources, historian John B. Lundstrom reconstructs every 
significant action and places these extraordinary fighters within the context of overall carrier operations. He writes 
from the viewpoint of the pilots themselves, after interviewing some fifty airmen from each side, to give readers 
intimate details of some of the most exciting aerial engagements of the war. At the same time he assesses the role the 
fighter squadrons played in key actions and shows how innovations in fighter tactics and gunnery techniques were a 
primary reason for the reversal of American fortunes. After more than twenty years in print, the book remains the 
definitive account and is being published in paperback for the first time to reach an even larger audience.

About the AuthorJohn B. Lundstrom is Curator Emeritus of History at the Milwaukee Public Museum where he has 
worked since 1967. He is the author of five books, including Black Shoe Carrier Admiral, The First Team and the 
Guadalcanal Campaign and coauthor of Fateful Rendezvous: The Life of Butch O'Hare. 


