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Myron J. Smith Jr. : The Fight for the Yazoo, August 1862-July 1864: Swamps, Forts and Fleets on Vicksburg's 
Northern Flank  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Fight for the Yazoo, August 1862-July 1864: Swamps, Forts and Fleets on Vicksburg's Northern Flank: 

0 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Jack Smith tells us history badlyBy Little AlCareless, sloppy 
research and editing, countless factual and typo errors abound. This book shows how shoddy historical writing can be 
when done by some one not actually familiar with the area or the events. A good example of how haste and internet 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786462817


research don't result in quality work. Footnotes are done in a bizarre, confusing fashion, sometimes one footnote 
contains several dozens sources (occasionally citing the same source and page numbers twice in one footnote) and 
covers several pages of text.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Down the YazooBy M. GladyszTwists 
and turns, Rebel tree-cutters and raft builders, infernal machine (torpedo) plantings, bluffs and other impediments 
foiled all attempts to bring the many boats and their Union troops to the back door of Vicksburg. All this activity to 
bring the Mississippi Delta under Union control is reported in detail and will be THE 'go-to' source for years to come.

Following the loss of the CSS Arkansas in early August 1862, Union and Confederate eyes turned to the Yazoo River, 
which formed the developing northern flank for the South's fortress at Vicksburg, Mississippi. For much of the next 
year, Federal efforts to capture the citadel focused on possession of that stream. Huge battles and mighty expeditions 
were launched (Chickasaw Bayou, Yazoo Pass, Steele's Bayou) from that direction, but the city, guarded by stout 
defenses, swamps, and motivated defenders, could not be turned. Finally, Union troops ran down the Mississippi and 
came up from the south and the river defenses and the bastion itself were taken from the east. From July 1863 to 
August 1864, sporadic Confederate resistance necessitated continued Federal attention. This book recounts the whole 
story.

"extremely well researched...highly recommended...definitive"--Civil War News; "offers much to its readers. It 
provides a sweeping depiction of the military maneuvers that took place in the region north of Vicksburg...readers are 
bound to gain a greater understanding of this aspect of Civil War history"--Civil War Book ; "in addition to 
documenting an astounding array of ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore engagements, the vast trove of source material 
uncovered also allows readers access to a vast amount of information about the officers and men serving aboard these 
vessels...essential"--Civil War Books and Authors; "thoroughly researched...well illustrated...very valuable"--Nautical 
Research Journal.About the AuthorProlific author Myron J. Smith, Jr., is the library director and a professor at 
Tusculum College in Greeneville, Tennessee. 


