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Ralph D. Sawyer : The Essence Of War: Leadership And Strategy From The Chinese Military Classics before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Essence Of War:
Leadership And Strategy From The Chinese Military Classics:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Ralph Sawyer covers some great material, but | always have mixed
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feelings about ...By Justin WilsonRalph Sawyer covers some great material, but | always have mixed feelings about
his commentary.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Good book but lacks originality...By E. ChuThis
book is an excellent compilation on Chinese military classics. The material is comprehensive and well organized. The
only minor flaw isthat it often uses passages from Sun Tzu's "Art of War" and Sun Pin's "Military Methods", which
readers may already have in their library. Nevertheless, thisis a good book if you don't already have any other Chinese
warfare books.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A book of quotationsBy New MainerThisisa
quoation book. Sawyer divides the book into chapters devoted to specific aspects of warfare. Each chapter seemsto
attempt to distill esential wisdom regarding the nature of the aspects of war by compiling relevant quotations from the
original Chinese texts. This makes the book a good source of quotations on the nature of warfare, but it is not coherent
thesis on warfare.

From antiquity, the history of China has been marked by invading tribes, warring states, and popular uprisings. This
heritage of conflict produced a body of martial literature exploring the fundamental principles of warfare and their
methods of employment. Fully aware of the tragic consequences of battle, the authors of these texts emphasized that
bloodshed and war should be avoided whenever possible. But, they argued, thisis possible only when the principles of
leadership and strategy have been mastered and the dynamics of conflict thoroughly analyzed. Over the centuries,
these texts have been studied throughout Asia, not only by generals on the battlefield but by leaders of al kinds
concerned with the management of human conflict in all its forms.The Essence of War presents eight of these classics
(written from 500 B.C.E. to 700 C.E.), including Sun-tzu's Art of War and Sun Pin's Military Methods. The book
introduces the core principles of Chinese military science, grouping selected passages and key quotationsinto five
thematic sections encompassing forty-one topical chapters: Fundamentals, Tao of Warfare, Tao of Command, Tactical
Essentials, and Tactical Specifics. Trandator Ralph D. Sawyer provides here a concise introduction to Chinese
military thought and influential materials not only of traditional import, but also for contemporary study and enduring
value in both business and military circles throughout the world.

"Thisimportant book is an introduction to some of the most profound insights into the human condition and into the
nature of power." About the AuthorRalph D. Sawyer, one of America's leading scholarsin Chinese warfare, has
worked extensively with major intelligence and defense agencies. After studying at MIT and Harvard and a brief stint
of university teaching, Sawyer has spent the past thirty years lecturing and doing international consulting work
focused on China.



