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Brendan O'Flaherty : The Economics of Race in the United States  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Economics of Race in the United States: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. it is well researched and provides useful information of the social 
and policy issues related to ...By CustomerA much needed and comprehensive book that needs editing. Much of the 
technical parts can be explained more clearly. The text is at times choppy partly because of the amount of content the 
book includes. It may help to work on chapter structure to help the reader see how individual parts fit.Other than that, 
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it is well researched and provides useful information of the social and policy issues related to race in the US.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Great book on economics, inequality, and race more generallyBy Luis-
DurhamThis is written as a textbook at the middle or upper undergraduate level. But it has many other features.It is 
wonderfully written, with all types of great points and insights that defy what you think you believe. It is abstract 
without being confusing.Another good point of the book is that it goes beyond the topic of discrimination, which is 
what everyone has in mind when they think about race and economic, and takes into account many other issues -have 
a look at the table of contents.Finally, it is a great, up to date, literature review.

Brendan O’Flaherty brings the tools of economic analysis?incentives, equilibrium, optimization, and more?to bear on 
contentious issues of race in the United States. In areas ranging from quality of health care and education, to 
employment opportunities and housing, to levels of wealth and crime, he shows how racial differences among blacks, 
whites, Hispanics, and Asian Americans remain a powerful determinant in the lives of twenty-first-century Americans. 
More capacious than standard texts, The Economics of Race in the United States discusses important aspects of history 
and culture and explores race as a social and biological construct to make a compelling argument for why race must 
play a major role in economic and public policy. People are not color-blind, and so policies cannot be color-blind 
either.Because his book addresses many topics, not just a single area such as labor or housing, surprising threads of 
connection emerge in the course of O’Flaherty’s analysis. For example, eliminating discrimination in the workplace 
will not equalize earnings as long as educational achievement varies by race?and educational achievement will vary by 
race as long as housing and marriage markets vary by race. No single engine of racial equality in one area of social 
and economic life is strong enough to pull the entire train by itself. Progress in one place is often constrained by 
diminishing marginal returns in another. Good policies can make a difference, and only careful analysis can figure out 
which policies those are.

A terrific contribution to the literature on race and economics. (Ingrid Gould Ellen, New York University)An amazing 
book that should become a standard reference and must-read text for economists and other social scientists who study 
race and racial inequality. It is both deep and comprehensive, and has several blinding insights relating racial 
inequality to the fundamental workings of society. (Steven Raphael, University of California, Berkeley)O’Flaherty 
brings us a wealth of data-driven facts on how race still matters in America. (Paul Flahive Texas Public Radio 2015-
06-11)A harsh, undeniable fact about U.S. society is that socioeconomic status is stratified by race and ethnicity. The 
contribution of economists to the study of the contentious issues of race and ethnicity has been minimal--that is, until 
O’Flaherty crafted this pathbreaking study that shows how racial differences among blacks, whites, Hispanics, and 
Asian Americans remain a powerful determinant in the lives of 21st-century Americans. The author should be praised 
for striking a fine balance of applied economic theory and empirical analysis of the U.S. Census to explore and 
analyze socioeconomic status by intersections of race, ethnicity, and gender. All relevant topics are covered in the 
book, including gaps in education, income, employment, health, and levels of incarceration. Because racial inequality 
continues in the 21st century, and renewed racial tensions are actually simmering, this book is undoubtedly timely and 
the must-read text for anyone in the social sciences interested in surveying the economics of race and racism in the 
U.S. (S. Chaudhuri Choice 2015-11-01)About the AuthorBrendan O'Flaherty is Professor of Economics at Columbia 
University. 


