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Thomas Sowell : The Economics and Palitics of Race: An International Perspective before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Economics and Palitics of Race: An
International Perspective:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Others authors like Charles Murray and Arthur Jensen seem to have
another ...By Paul WilliamsThomas Sowell makes one of the strongest cases against blaming society at large for the
outcomes of various groups. He takes the reader through history from the Germans Irish in Americato the ltalians in
Brazil and shows how their cultural/human capital made a positive/negative impact on those countries as awhole.
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Group differences are just that and some groups are further behind than others. Sowell is one of the only authors I've
read that tackles "differences" with such grace truth. Other authors like Charles Murray and Arthur Jensen seem to
have another agendatheir propagating while Sowell sticks to the facts and stresses the fact that culture not biology
itself iswhat allows groups to succeed.Overall, politics has the power to produce programs that are relative to the
politicans in power. Human capital is developed through cultural processes that aren't always at the mercy of third
party politicians. Sowell also points out that throughout history where ever dominate groups gained power to
discriminate they did and were quite effective. However, it was not pervasively effective in the long run. Ex. Much of
the Jews wealth was confiscated by the government in Germany however they were able to produce wealth again in
other countries they migrated to. Blacks were not allowed to learn how to read at one point in our country however
they closed the literacy gap with two centuries.If you'd like to understand what politics can and can't accomplish and
its impact on culture and economic outcomes thisis an excellent read.10 of 10 people found the following review
helpful. Sensible Solutions to Emotiona and Difficult Racial ProblemsBy Jim FuquaT his book exudes what would be
the common sense conclusions of many were the problems discussed not so emotionally charged. | strongly
recommend that you read this book if you are interested in social justice. Dr. Sowell earned a Ph.D. in Economics
from the University of Chicago, a mastersin Economics from Columbia University and a bachelors degree in
Economics, magna cum laude from Harvard College. Perhaps because the subject matter is so emotionally charged,
Dr. Sowell has afootnote to references for amost every factual assertion. His only conclusions with which | disagree
are his views on overpopulation. He looks at overpopulation as a global issue that has economic solutions. | tend to
look at overpopulation as alocal issue whether it presentsitself in afamily with 12 children when the family could
only support two or three or whether it presents itself in a country like Haiti which does not have the population
density of many successful countries, but which none the less can't support its population. Dr. Sowell is probably
correct that such countries could maintain their populations with sufficient human and economic capital. The problem
isthat they don't have what it takes to maintain existing populations and are not likely to get what it takes. Population
self restraint is an unlikely but more direct solution. Probably what frustrates those who oppose Dr. Sowell'sviewsis
that his facts are well researched and the logic usualy irrefutable. Sometimes the truth hurts. If thereis any
shortcoming in this book it is that he proposes few concrete solutions to the world problems other than suggesting that
we look at what has worked for other oppressed people in the world who have succeeded. Y ou cannot read this book
without seeing dozens of solutions that are implied but not enunciated. Perhaps this was hisintent. | rate this book as
one of the best books that | have ever read. | am currently reading a re-release of hisbook "A Conflict of Visions:
Ideological Origins of Political Struggles' which aso exhibits a profound insight on human nature. Read this book.

Y ou may disagree with many of Dr. Sowell's views, but you will be hard pressed to find good reasons to support your
disagreement. If you then want to know why you disagree, read his book A Conflict of Visions.Jim Fuqua0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy BigDiskountzGreat and insightful! Recommended! This
product has my [BAD-ASS] seal of approval!

[MP3CD audiobook format in vinyl case.] [Read by Robert Morris] How much of aracial group's economic fateis
determined by the surrounding society it livesin, and how much by internal patterns that follow that same group
around the world? Using an international framework to analyze a group of differences, Sowell has pioneered a new
approach for pursuing this important study, utilizing historical experience and empirical data. The results are
fascinating and sometimes surprising. For instance, he finds that the social and economic patterns among Italiansin
Australiaand Argentina are similar in many respects to those of Italiansin Italy or the United States. And, though
blacks have not faced the same massive and rigid oppression in Brazil asin the United States, economic differences
between blacks and whites are significantly greater in Brazil.

"Sowell gives us the facts and analytical tools with which to understand ethnic and racial experiencesin al countries.
No scholar thinks or writes more lucidly than he. No one has shown his skill at solving the ethnic and racial
equivalents of Rubik's Cube." --Professor Edward Banfield, Harvard UniversityAbout the AuthorThomas Sowell isa
Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. He has been a professor of economics at leading
American colleges and universities, and has lectured in Singapore, Israel, Switzerland, and Germany, as well as across
the United States.



