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John Lukacs : The Duel: The Eighty-Day Struggle Between Churchill and Hitler  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Duel: The Eighty-Day Struggle Between Churchill 
and Hitler: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 1940 was a historical pivot point and these were the 2 key figuresBy 
Randall ParkerLukacs writes well and he covers a key period of less than 12 weeks in World War II when the Nazis 
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were making stunning gains and seemed in the eyes of many observers to be unstoppable. Appeasement was followed 
by defeatism and feelings of helplessness. Churchill was trying to build support for keeping Britain in the war while 
Hitler was deciding whether to try to invade Britain. This is one of those points in history the course is decided by a 
small number of personalities. Lukacs focuses on these 2 key individuals and makes very effective use of the historical 
archives to give you depth on how the events played out. He builds on the work of many historical researchers as well 
as his own previous writings. This book gives you a sense of just how easily things could have gone a different 
way.IMO, Churchill's greatest contribution was to convince the Cabinet to not make a deal with Hitler. Before reading 
this book I thought he had much stronger support as soon as he became PM. But in the early weeks of his Prime 
Ministership he really was still involved in a battle of wills to prevent a deal with Hitler and demoralization of the 
British that would follow such a deal.Churchill comes across as animated by the temperament of an earlier age. 
Having recently read John Glubb's The Fate Of Empires essay I wonder whether by possessing a personality from an 
earlier stage of the British Empire's development his sentiments were naturally more opposed to kowtowing than were 
those of people who had more modern sentiments.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Duel: Easter 
fell Early in 1940 but England did not due to the courage of Winston Churchill vs Adolf HitlerBy C. M MillsTwo men 
stand in the arena of world conflict. Winston Churchill for Great Britain and Adolf Hitler the dictator of Germany. 
Their 80 day duel of wills in the spring and summer of 1940 are the subject of John Lukacs' short but powerful history 
of this fateful encounter. Winston Churchill was the underdog. He took office as Prime Minister on May 10, 1940 
during England's darkest hour. Neville Chamberlain and his government of compromise, appeasement and wiffle-
waffle craven statesmanship was gone. Adolf Hilter was on a train on May 10th. He was proud as a peacock! His 
armies on that day had been launched against the low countries and France. By June his Nazi hordes had conquered 
France and on June 14th seized Paris. In May his forces had forced overe 250,000 British troops to evacuate France 
during the Dunkirk evacuation. Only proud Albion stood silent sentinel in Hitler's cancerous invasion of European 
democracy. Churchill faces uphill obstacles which boggles the mind even 60 years later! He had to seize control of the 
Cabinet of appeasers and those wishing to negotiate with the Nazis. He had to save the army in France and grieve over 
the fall of the French goverment. Churchill had to do this with the weapons of his peerless oratorical and fighting 
gifts.His major coup was involving the sleeping giant and arsenal of democracy the United States in the European arm. 
Without the great assistance of his friend FDR and the United States the British would have fallen into the insatiable 
maw of the German best of prey. Hitler's fatal mistake was his invasion of the Soviet Union. With the United States, 
the Soviet Union and the British Empire leagued against him the cruel dictator was doomed. In addition to telling this 
story so well. Dr. Lukacs is adept at describing the personalities and habits of both Hitler and Churchill. His prose 
sparkles and his insights are wise. Lukacs is a scholar of repute who is always worth ready. Any bibliography of 
essential World War II books should include this short but powerful work.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Mandatory World War 2 readingBy BJTOne of the best WW2 books I've ever read. Excellent insight into the 
events that summer of 1940, not just a re-telling of what happened. The major events of the book take place in a period 
(post fall of France, pre battle of Britain) mostly glossed over by other books. This is mandatory reading for anyone 
who considers themselves a WW2 "armchair historian"

This is a day-by-day account of the eighty-day struggle in 1940 between Hitler—poised on the edge of absolute 
victory—and Churchill—threatened by imminent invasion and defeat--on the eve of the second World War.“A 
masterful book—masterful in its portrayal of its protagonists, masterful in its overall understanding of the death-
struggle in which they engaged, masterful, above all, in its vivid, suspenseful chronicling of the most momentous 
eighty days in the history of this century.”—Geoffrey Ward“This is a marvelous book. John Lukacs has lucid, 
unsentimental insight into the mind and character of both Churchill and Hitler.”—Conor Cruise O’Brien“A wonderful 
story wonderfully told.”—George F. Will“It is salutary to be reminded in this powerful study how close Hitler came to 
winning in 1940. . . . An impressive study . . . [written] with elegance and panache.”—Peter Stansky, New York Times 
“A master of narrative history on a par with Barbara Tuchman and Garrett Mattingly.”—Kirkus Reviews

From Library JournalLukacs is a familiar name in World War II studies. These two volumes, released in 1990 and 
1976, respectively, follow the key players on the other side of the Atlantic. The duelists in the first title are Churchill 
and Hitler, and this book covers the pivotal 80-day period in 1940 when the Germans were poised to crush British 
forces and invade the empire. The second volume offers a precise time line of events and describes both what 
happened and why. Lukacs concentrates not only on the historical but on the sociological aspects of the war. For all 
collections. Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. "A wonderful story wonderfully told." -- George F. 
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