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Tariq Ali : The Dilemmas of Lenin: Terrorism, War, Empire, Love, Revolution  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dilemmas of Lenin: Terrorism, War, Empire, 
Love, Revolution: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. " Lenin's, Political Matrix", clarified.By Christopher CondonThe 
thing I most likely about Tariq Alis writing generally and in particular his assessments of " Lenin's Legacy", is Tariq's 
ability to " Join a lot of Historical / Political / Social Dots",together." The Dilemmas of Lenin" succeeds in both 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1786631105


Enlightening and Clarifying Lenin's ongoing importance , for both " Students and Newcomers to Lenin's importance as 
a " Domenica " of Political Thought.13 of 16 people found the following review helpful. What is to be done right 
now.By JujubeeA Splendid refreshing re-view of Lenin and his intellectual legacy and his PRAXIS.The work itself is 
scholarly-like with footnote citations where necessary yet not overly inudating with stale self-laudation that is typical 
of a ivory tower tenants.In the spirit of Antonio Negri this work is necessary in todays ideologically sterile world. 
Empty consumerism can be juxtaposed on the 1970's. The Brigate Rosse, German anarcho leftist guerrillas FORCING 
the state apparatus to address working class people. We must return to ideology.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent introduction to Lenin and the Bolshevik RevolutionBy lma386Excellent introduction to 
Lenin and the Bolshevik Revolution. Another reviewer nailed it, though: there's not too much in here for those with a 
moderate familiarity with this history. Nonetheless, a beautifully written book, and a welcome addition to the 
flourishing literature on the Soviet Union written by knowledgeable comrades.

On the centenary of the Russian Revolution, Tariq Ali paints an illuminating portrait of Lenin“Without Lenin there 
would have been no socialist revolution in 1917. Of this much we can be certain.” Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, leader of the 
October 1917 uprising, is one of the most misunderstood leaders of the twentieth century. In his own time, there were 
many, even among his enemies, who acknowledged the full magnitude of his intellectual and political achievements. 
But his legacy has been lost in misinterpretation; he is worshipped but rarely read. On the centenary of the Russian 
Revolution, Tariq Ali explores the two major influences on Lenin’s thought—the turbulent history of Tsarist Russia 
and the birth of the international labour movement—and explains how Lenin confronted dilemmas that still cast a 
shadow over the present. Is terrorism ever a viable strategy? Is support for imperial wars ever justified? Can politics be 
made without a party? Was the seizure of power in 1917 morally justified? Should he have parted company from his 
wife and lived with his lover? In The Dilemmas of Lenin, Ali provides an insightful portrait of Lenin’s deepest 
preoccupations and underlines the clarity and vigour of his theoretical and political formulations. He concludes with 
an affecting account of Lenin’s last two years, when he realized that “we knew nothing” and insisted that the 
revolution had to be renewed lest it wither and die.

“Ali encourages the reader to take a fresh look at Lenin’s choices in the context of a repressive autocracy, the poverty 
and misery of the bulk of the population under tsarism and the industrialised slaughter of the first world war. What 
underpins his book is the view that October was an ‘innocent and utopian birth’ that was subsequently ‘twisted’ into 
Stalinism by three devastating years of civil war.” —Daniel Beer, Guardian“[The Dilemmas of Lenin] aims to rescue 
Lenin from both liberal caricature and Soviet hagiography by recovering the realism and dynamism of his political 
thought.” —David Sessions, New Republic “Reading this book on your vacation will make your life better and your 
mind broader.” —Branko Milanovi? “A powerful tool for those wanting to understand the real Lenin and therefore the 
real politics behind those revolutionaries who fought so hard but ultimately failed in their goal.”—Lindsey German, 
CounterfireAbout the AuthorTariq Ali has written more than two-dozen books on world history and politics—the most 
recent of which are The Clash of Fundamentalisms, The Obama Syndrome and The Extreme Centre—as well as the 
novels of his Islam Quintet and scripts for the stage and screen. He is a long-standing member of the editorial 
committee of New Left and lives in London. 


