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Hans Wiesman : The Dakota Hunter: In Search of the Legendary DC-3 on the Last Frontiers before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dakota Hunter: In Search of the
Legendary DC-3 on the Last Frontiers:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. More Than A Story About A PlaneBy David MacHighly
entertaining and not just for DC3 fans. Mr Weisman has many interesting stories to tell about the interesting countries
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he has visited searching for DC3 parts. Some may see irony in the fact he only wants the parts to build office desks but
there is much more to his story and his affection for the plane shines through.Not atotal successin editing but alively
piece of story telling0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Best book | ever readBy CustomerFascinating,
exciting, heart pounding , tear jerking, this story of the quest for C47 Dakota survivors, wrecks and relicsis great for
any aviation enthusiaist or lover of agood story. Like tales told around a campfire this book gives agreat story.
Experiences only few can live but many dream of, | giveit high praises.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. A Great Addition to your Aviation Literature Collection!By CustomerMr. Wiesman not only manages to
convey hislove for this venerable aircraft, but provides the wannabe World Traveler with valuable insights. A must
read for the Aviation Enthusiast and those whose work or passions may |lead them down paths less traveled around the
globe.

This book tells the story of a Dutch boy who grew up during the 1950s in post-war Borneo, where he had frequent
encounters with an airplane, the Douglas DC-3, akathe C-47 Skytrain or Dakota of World War |1 fame. For ayoung
boy living in aremote jungle community, the aircraft reached the proportions of aromantic icon, as the essential
lifeline to a bigger world for him, the beginning of a special bond. In 1957 his family left theisland, and all its residual
wreckage of World War I, and he attended college in The Hague. After graduation he started a career as a corporate
executive, and met the aircraft again during business trips to the Americas. His childhood passion for the Dakota flared
up anew, and the fascination pulled like a magnet. Asif predestined, or maybe just looking for an alibi to come closer,
he began a business to salvage and convert Dakota parts, which meant first of al finding them. As the demand for
these war relic parts and cockpits soared, he began to travel the world to track down surplus, crashed or derelict
Dakotas. He ventured deeper and deeper into remote mountains, jungles, savannas and the seas where the planes are
found, usually as ghostly wrecks but sometimes still in full commercial operation. In hunting the mythical Dakota he
often encountered intimidating or dicey situationsin countries plagued by wars or revolts, others by arms and narcotics
trafficking, warlords and con men. This book describes his multiple expeditions in search of the remains of the Dakota
legend. It takes the reader to some of the remotest spots in the world, but once there one is often greeted by the
comfort of what was once the West’ s apex in transportation?however now haunted by the courageous airmen of the
past.

Hans Wiesman takes us on an intercontinental crusade, country to country, island to island; and it’ s fair to say his story
could count as one of those likeable books you can pick up and put down as and when. By its very nature the story is
episodic but do not take this as a criticism. The writing is assured and well paced and you can feel the enthusiasm of
the author at the turn of every page. The photography iswell captioned and, of course, the pix are all fascinating. Just
about everyone has seen those internet snaps of Dakotas used by scuba divers and all this stuff and moreisincluded in
the author’ s story. His passion is beyond doubt and his knowledge and experience in the field of seeking out aircraft
could well be unrivalled. His contacts book must be huge and | presume he has to get people in to help write al his
Christmas cards for him. The book finds a fitting conclusion with our man Hans helping to save the DC-3 now on
display at the Merville Battery in Normandy. He gets the chance to mix Dakotas with his passion for Harleys and you
cannot help but come away with the ideathat thisis pretty cool. In fact, if | needed to find the briefest of reviews for
this book, then “pretty cool” would do it. | suspect the author would be satisfied with that if he ever finds time to slow
down. It'sabigif! (War History)...a daring adventure story as he explores for these survivors and tells of their
histories. It isalmost like an adventure novel except it is true and makes for avery exciting story as the author goesin
search of the legendary DC-3 on the last frontiers (Air Classics)About the AuthorDutchman Hans Wiesman grew up in
post colonial Borneo where his father worked as an engineer for Shell Qil. Growing up in the jungle, Hans was bitten
by the Dakota bug at a young age, as the leftover cargo planes from WWII were the only connection to an outside
world he had ever seen. 35 years later, while working as an advertising executive, Hans ran into a Dakota during a
photo shoot in South America and was immediately mesmerized again. He decided to turn his passion into a full time
job and has since been scouring the most remote regions of the planet on a quest to find the last forgotten Dakotasin
the world



