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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Contemporary AccountBy William B.Racist ? Yes: there 
is some of that. However: reader must put in 19th Century context. To do otherwise is sheer stupidity. Semmes did not 
pen this work for 21st Century "Political Correctness". Interestingly: I have read numerous "Yankee" works (same 
period) which were tons more racist than this book. It amazes me that readers can't place historical tomes in context. 
They should just read current "Politically Correct" stuff (mostly junk).0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Cruise of the AlabamaBy WoodshoeVery good read, good historical information1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Very good.By cowboypreacherMaybe I'm strange, but I love the 19th century style of 
writing, and what Semmes had to go through with the little cruiser Sumpter would be enough to discourage any 
Captain. His success with the inadequate little Sumpter, and later, with the great Alabama is astounding. No wonder 
the Federal government tried to sue Great Britain for their part in building #290.

Published in 1864, this is the history of the Confederate steamers C.S.S. Alabama and the C.S.S. Sumter during the 
Civil War. Written from the private journals and papers of Confederate Navy Captain, Raphael Semmes.


