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Frank L. Owsley Jr : The C.S.S. Florida: Her Building and Operations  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The C.S.S. Florida: Her Building and Operations: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An interesting scholarly work.By Rus. Academy Prof.The author's 
treatment of the ship and its voyages is first rate. He includes many details not available in other works, especially as it 
was written before more information about Captain Blakely and his guns was available.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Paul WatsonInteresting and useful for my research,3 of 7 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0817312811


following review helpful. Well researched addition to Confederate Naval litBy robbieandrosehowever the book reads 
more like a dissertation. Also, while the student of legal history during wars may find the long accounts of legal 
wrangling over the status of the CSS Florida when it entered foreign ports interesting many may find that stuff tedious. 
I know I did.

With a new introduction and revised bibliography by the author, this book is the story of a few Confederate ships that 
did considerable damage to the great U.S. merchant marine fleet during the Civil War. The Florida and the ships she 
outfitted caused such uproar with their daring exploits against American shipping that the Union Navy finally had to 
use desperate measures to capture them. During her tow cruised, the Florida captured and destroyed son $4,051,000 
worth of commerce. This amount was a close second to the destruction by the famous ship Alabama, and almost twice 
as much as the destroyed by the Shenandoah.

"The history of the Florida is a phenomenal story. Frank Owsley has told it well . . . with a thorough job of research. . . 
. He handles the diplomatic tangles brought on by the cruiser between the United States and other nations in a manner 
that is clear and engaging.” 


