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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sun Bin: The Art of 
Warfare: A Translation of the Classic Chinese Work of Philosophy and Strategy (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy 
and Culture) ... Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Attentive ReadBy J.C.ShopperBought as a gift for a family 
member who read "The Art of Warfarer" as required reading when he was in Special Ops in the Army.And, had been 
searching for a copy for his library.There are many translations of which attempt to convey the ancient wisdom of this 
Chinese commander.,Roger Ames' translation is an example of a good effort.27 of 28 people found the following 
review helpful. Ian Myles Slater on: A Welcome New EditionBy Ian M. SlaterSo far as I have been able to tell, this 
volume is a re-designed version of "Sun Pin: The Art of Warfare," by Lau and Ames, originally published in 1996 by 
Ballantine Books, and, like too many of the "Classics of Ancient China" series, allowed to go out of print.Besides the 
change in the title from Wade-Giles to Pinyin transliteration (pronounced the same way), Pinyin has been used 
throughout (except in citing other works), and the Chinese and English sections have been rearranged to eliminate the 
enormous amount of blank space in the original edition. This sacrifices convenience of layout (the Chinese text 
originally faced the translation, with, if necessary, only a few lines on each page) for economy. The index has likewise 
been revised in arrangement as well as page references. If there have been other modifications, corrections, or 
additions to the bibliographic references, I have missed them.There is one major omission: sixteen pages of 
photographs are missing (except for one, reproduced as a cover illustration). These are useful, but not essential. This 
was presumably in the interest of economy. Given that the previous edition is becoming more difficult to find, SUNY 
is to be praised for bringing the book back into print, even if this fact is somewhat obscured, and their version is 
slightly truncated.For those not familiar with it already, "Sun Bin" was long thought to be a bibliographic ghost, or 
even a lost forgery, a supposed long-missing counterpart to the existing "Art of War" of the elder Sun (Sun-tzu). It was 
one of the texts described in Han Dynasty bibliographies and histories, but not reliably reported as existing for well 
over a thousand years. The conclusions that it probably hadn't existed, or wasn't authentic if there was such a work, 
had to be abandoned when substantial fragments of it, and other texts, turned up in 1972, during the excavation of 
early Han Dynasty tombs.There have been several other translations into English during the last decade, but the co-
authors of this volume make a distinguished combination of an eminent senior Sinologist, with a long career working 
with the problems of early literary texts (Lau) and a sophisticated modern interpreter of Chinese intellectual history 
(Ames). As a result, the reader is assured of first-rate technical scholarship, and clearly-expressed explanations.The 
emphases, not unexpectedly, are on textual and linguistic problems, and the place of the text in the development of 
Chinese military and political theory. Of the several other translations of the fragmentary, and in part enigmatic, text 
which are now available, Ralph D. Sawyer's version, as "Military Methods of The Art of War," may be the most 
satisfactory alternative, or, better, companion volume. It is somewhat more popular in presentation, but the most 
important difference is Sawyer's attempt to place the text in the military (and political) history of China, as against the 
history of Chinese military thought.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Bilingual text!By WLI bought 
this book for my husband, I was surprised to find out they had the Chinese (traditional) text printed in it as well! This 
is really nice because I can read Chinese text, I can assist him with the reading, while I can also understand the text 
better by combining the reading of two languages

A classic of both military strategy and Eastern philosophy from the fourth century B.C.E. "For one who has really 
mastered the way of warfare, his enemy can do nothing to escape death." — Sun Bin Sun Bin's Art of Warfare is an 
essential text of Chinese military philosophy and of strategy in general. This book, lost for over two thousand years 
and rediscovered only in 1972, has not yet reached the prominence of Sunzi's (Sun-tzu) The Art of Warfare, which is 
the best-known military treatise in the world. Sun Bin's work is an indispensable companion to the work of Sunzi, who 
is believed to be his ancestor, but deserves to be better known in its own right, both philosophically and historically. 
Here, noted sinologists D. C. Lau and Roger T. Ames offer an admirably lucid translation, and provide an introduction 
examining the life, times, and original philosophical contributions of Sun Bin. Sun Bin, advisor to King Wei of the 
state of Qi, worked and wrote during the mid-fourth century B.C.E. during China's Warring States period. It was a 
time of unprecedented violence; without a central national authority, nation-states fought fiercely amongst one 
another. New technologies made fighting more deadly, so that between the mid-fourth and mid-third centuries B.C.E, 
the number of battlefield casualties increased tenfold. Sun Bin's work is the key to understanding the physical and 
intellectual revolution that made such "progress" in the efficiency of warfare possible.The Art of Warfare shows Sun 
Bin as both practical tactician and philosopher. He discusses war and rulership not only as philosophical concepts, but 
also as practical matters, evidenced by his battle-tested techniques. This is a fascinating book both for its reflection on 
its own time and for its reflection on power, conflict, and leadership for all times.

"For one who has really mastered the way of warfare, his enemy can do nothing to escape death."For one who has 
really mastered the way of warfare, his enemy can do nothing to escape death. Sun Bin""For one who has really 



mastered the way of warfare, his enemy can do nothing to escape death." -- Sun BinLanguage NotesText: English 
(translation) Original Language: ChineseFrom the Back CoverSun Bin's Art of Warfare is an essential text of Chinese 
military philosophy and of strategy in general. This book, lost for over 2000 years and rediscovered only in 1972, has 
not yet reached the prominence of Sunzi's (Sun-tzu) The Art of Warfare, which is the best-known military treatise in 
the world. Sun Bin's work is an indispensable companion to the work of Sunzi, who is believed to be his ancestor, but 
deserves to be better known in its own right, both philosophically and historically. Here, noted sinologists D. C. Lau 
and Roger T. Ames offer an admirably lucid translation, and provide an introduction examining the life, times, and 
original philosophical contributions of Sun Bin. Sun Bin, advisor to King Wei of the state of Qi, worked and wrote 
during the mid-fourth century b.c.e. during China's Warring States period. It was a time of unprecedented violence; 
without a central national authority, nation-states fought fiercely amongst one another. New technologies made 
fighting more deadly, so that between the mid-fourth and mid-third centuries, b.c.e., the number of battlefield 
casualties increased tenfold. Sun Bin's work is the key to understanding the physical and intellectual revolution that 
made such progress in the efficiency of warfare possible. The Art of Warfare shows Sun Bin as both practical tactician 
and philosopher. He discusses war and rulership not only as philosophical concepts, but also as practical matters, 
evidenced by his battle-tested techniques. This is a fascinating book both for its reflection on its own time and for its 
reflection on power, conflict, and leadership for all times. 


