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Tommy Thomason : Strike From the Sea: U.S. Navy Attack Aircraft from Skyraider to Super Hornet 1948-
Present before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Strike From
the Sea: U.S. Navy Attack Aircraft from Skyraider to Super Hornet 1948-Present:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Finest Single Reference Available on Naval Attack Aircraft.By
JCALAnN excellent history of USN Attack aircraft. The chapters start with the changing requirements during WWI1I
and the BuAer missteps as they struggled to find the right mix of size and capability withinthe VB, VS, and VT
communities along with the impact the changes in the VF community were having in gradually blending various
capabilitiesinto asingle aircraft. The history of the A-6, A-7, and F-18 were particularly spot on and unbiased. The
history of the A-12 is probably as complete asit could be at the time of the writing. Having spun wrenches on the J52,
J57, J79, TF30, TF41, and the F404 and interacted with a significant number of these aircraft on the flight line and the
flight deck (A-4 onshore only, missed the RA-5 by one cruise.) | was pleased to catch alittle bit more than what | was
able read in the contemporary press or heard as various bits of rumor. The early nuclear operations get excellent
coverage as well asthe T40 derived failures. Pleasant surprises were the little tidbits on the seagoing Neptune and the
Seaplane Striking Force. (Surprising considering they were "hook free".) | was alittle surprised to see no reference to


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1580071325

the "Lehman Wing" which was done with two A-6 squadrons (VA-75 and VA-85) and completely sans A-7 in 1983.
Too bad the lessons were forgot in my opinion as the Navy has had no deep strike aircraft now for 20 years and
NavAir has never recovered.(As much as| disliked the F-18 from a mission standpoint, | loved having the F404 in my
shop. Turnaround time was typically 25% of a TF30 or a J52 and you could do moreto it as far as getting it back out
the door instead of canning it up and sending it off the ship. That's great when you only own four rails and have to
share space with the buddy stores. Turnaround time was such that | only had to work my crew more than 24 hours
straight only twice in six months.)Mr. Thomason is undoubtedly the doyen of technical and aircraft development
writing about US Naval Aviation. (Apologiesto Mr. Tillman.) If you're looking for squadron operational histories
you'll probably be alittle disappointed.If you want a chronological history of the technical development and
overlapping histories of post war naval attack aircraft thisis agreat purchase.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. A fine and detailed look at Naval Attack and Strike aviation since WWI1By Flying Photographer\We have
been spoiled by Mr. Thomason in the past, and once again he has succeeded in putting together an interesting,
entertaining, well researched and nicely produced volume about US Naval Attack and Strike aviation.This book covers
the period between WW 11 and up to the development of the jack-of-all-trades F/A 18 and F-35. While thereisa
wealth of information in the chapters covering the many aircraft developed during this period, the author succeedsin
never overwhelming the reader with unnecessary details. As with his other books, and in particular with the natural
companion book,U.S. Naval Air Superiority: Delevelopment of Shipborne Jet Fighters - 1943-1962, the quality of the
production is superb, with many interesting and well-chosen pictures accompanying the informative text. With the
many aircraft types developed during these years it isimpossible to go into much detail of each one, but the reader is
given enough information to understand the overall context and the many problems encountered. Strike and Attack
Naval aviation has considerably developed since the torpedo-carrying Devastators and the dive-bombing Dauntless
from WWII, and Mr. Thomason brilliantly presents the most important issues and facts of thislong journey.Overall
thisis an authoritative presentation of the subject, and as such represents an excellent summary of US Naval Strike and
Attack aviation - highly recommended.14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Simply wonderful book
chronicling the past 60 years of U.S. Navy attack aircraftBy James L. SpingarnThisis wonderfully comprehensive and
well written history of U. S. Navy attack aircraft and aviation over the past 60 years. The evolution of all the
significant first-line planes and those that didn't quite make the grade and those that simply never left the drawing
board is all presented in extremely readable and interesting fashion by Mr. Thomason. The quality and uniqueness of
the photos and illustrations is excellent. The explanations of the differences, improvements, development of the
aircraft and their weaponry is the best on the subject |'ve ever seen. A truly exceptional aviation volume, well above
the usual offering. It expertly handles a complicated subject with great skill and accuracy. A fascinating and unique
book, which I would unhesitatingly recommend to anyone interested in the subject matter. Additionally, is offering it
at avery attractive price.

Strike from the Sea: U.S. Navy Attack Aircraft from Skyraider to Super Hornet 1948-Present celebrates carrier-based
air-to-ground attack aircraft, which first came into operation during the Korean War, reached maturity during Vietnam,
and are now deployed throughout the world. Well-known author and naval aviation authority Tommy Thomason not
only explores such legendary Navy aircraft asthe A4D Skyhawk, A3J Vigilante, and A-6 Intruder, the critical role of
the aircraft carrier aswell asitself, for without these massive nuclear-powered floating airfields, U.S. Navy attack
aircraft would have no sea-borne bases from which to operate. Armament from gravity bombs to today's GPS-guided
"smart weapons' are covered in great detail, and this book also explains that while many different types of airplanes
were required for flying attack missions in the past, only one aircraft - the advanced F/A-18E/F Super Hornet - is
needed to carry out these same missionsin an even more complex and hostile combat environment today.

"Once again, we can count on Specialty Pressto offer us the best book on a subject and thistimeit is on US Navy
Strike aircraft. It isabook that | can easily recommend to you and | know that once you start to read it, you will
agree." (Scott Van Aken Modeling Madness 2009-08-04)"Detail is the theme and like the other titles frm this
publisher it is presented in a seamless and readable format well supported by over 370 excellent photographs. | highly
recommend thistitle." (Al Bowie Hyperscale 2009-08-01)"| give this book my highest recommendation, and suggest it
for military history buffs or anyone inspired by airplane development or the US Navy." (Hodge Wood MWSA 2009-
08-01)"I highly recommend this book for your research library if you are amodeler or an aviation enthusiast.” (Mike
Hinderliter IPM S 2009-09-23)" Strike from the Seais an entertaining analysis of an often ill-defined, occasionally
misunderstood community that has seen a great deal of successful servicein many conflicts." (Peter Mersky U.S.
Naval Institute Proceedings 2009-10-01)"For anyone interested in post-WW?2 Naval aviation, thisis abook well worth
having." (Chris Banyai-Riepl Internet Modeler 2009-12-01)"1 found this to be an immensely informative book with
terrific photos that greatly enhance the text. The endnotes especially should be read on their own for even more
enlightenment." (Carl Snow Tailhook 2011-05-01)From the Back Coverln the years immediately following World
War |1, there were many changes made in the world of military aviation. The U.S. Air Force became a separate branch



of the service in September 1947, and U.S. Navy aircraft development underwent a dramatic change one year later, by
designating a different letter as the prefix for awhole new breed of naval aircraft. That letter was“A” for “Attack.”
Strike From the Sea takes you deep into the hangar decks and cockpits of the ships and planes that composed the
Navy’slethal strike forces. They are all covered?from the early piston-powered 275-knot Douglas Skyraiders to
today’ s twin-jet supersonic Boeing F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. The technical evolution of these machinesis also
explored in vivid detail by noted author and naval aviation expert Tommy H. Thomason. He documents such
legendary naval attack aircraft asthe Douglas A4D Skyhawk, North American AJ Savage, Douglas A3D Skywarrior,
North American A3J Vigilante, and Grumman A-6 Intruder. Augmenting the superb coverage of the naval attack
aircraft themselvesis an equally in-depth look at the development of aircraft armament, mission strategy, and the
mammoth nuclear-powered aircraft carriers that deploy these attack jets right to the enemy’ s doorstep. This book also
examines such exotic, but stillborn, concepts as the General Dynamics A-12 and even aNavy carrier version of the F-
117 Stealth Fighter.About the AuthorTommy H. Thomason has worked as a flight test engineer, manager, and
executive in the aerospace industry for aimost 40 years, including two years as a flight test engineer on the F-4
Phantom. He has flown more than 3,000 hoursin 60 different airplanes, helicopters, and sailplanes. His previous
worksinclude U.S. Naval Air Superiority and monographs on the Grumman F-111B and the Bell HSL antisubmarine
warfare helicopter.



