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Aleksandr A. Svechin : Strategy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Strategy: 

1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Chris A.Excellent18 of 18 people found the following 
review helpful. Must read for pol/mil/dipl strategists - active or armchair!By Nathan BarrickThough Svechin's work 
and examples are dated to post WWI, the concepts are timeless. Insightful observations carrying Clausewitz-style 
strategic thought into the modern, industrial age. The contextual examples from WWI Eastern Front and the Russian 
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Revolution will likely be lost on anyone not familiar with these campaigns. However, the concepts and commentary 
interspersed are excellent. Those familiar with the specific military history mentioned above will be doubly-rewarded 
by such cogent and brilliant analysis of only partially-understood campaigns (to most Western military historians). 
Svechin's considerations for a revolution in military affairs are certainly practical today. A quote "[A military leader] 
must put together a perspective in which he will evaluate the phenomena of war. [He] needs a working hypothesis. Of 
course, not every military leader will take the trouble or have the opportunity to think about the nature of a future war. 
Strategic mediocrity perhaps prefers to proceed from stereotypes and recipes. Reality will be a cruel disappointment 
for such a poor excuse for a leader; the theory of strategic art cannot have him in mind." Svechin's work should be a 
classic of the military art. A must-read for anyone who fancies himself a military, political or diplomatic strategist. If 
you're concerned about the nature, motives and programs of national defense, then you must read this book.

A translation of the second edition of Aleksandr Svechin's seminal work, Strategy. Svechin (1878-1938) was an 
outstanding Russian military theoretician and widely recognized as the Soviet Clausewitz. This book, strongly 
influenced by the writings and analyses of the contemporary and classic European figures of Svechin's day, represents 
his concept of the best approach to national security for the Soviet state. In addition to the translation of Svechin's 
work, Strategy includes a foreword; introductory essays by A.A. Kokoshin, V.V. Larionov, V.N. Lobov, and Jacob W. 
Kipp; three book reviews of Svechin's original text from the Red Army's Voina i revoliutsiia [War and Revolution]; 
and a bibliography of Svechin's published works. First published in 1992. Fourth printing 2004.
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