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Tim Rowland : Strange and Obscure Stories of the Civil War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Strange and Obscure Stories of the Civil War: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. This would be a good book to get someone who has just started 
studying ...By Kindle CustomerIf you are a Civil War buff, little, if anything, in this book will be new-you can 
probably fill out the stories told here with more detail yourself (I sure could on Joshua Chamberlain, and I've only 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1616083956


studied his life from readings online). The writing is okay, but not really captivating. This would be a good book to get 
someone who has just started studying the Civil War, but is a yawn for anyone who has spent any time reading about 
this conflict.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy CiceroVery interesting stories written in 
a very entertaining way, could not put my kindle down. Well worth the price of admission, highly recommend, you 
will not be disappointed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A GOOD READ FOR HISTORICAL 
BUFFSBy Douglas KellyA book full of strange anomalies and "obscure stories" yet I didn't feel compelled to read the 
whole book. It was entertaining and some things were provocative, but having read a lot of history about the Civil 
War, I knew much of the context. This is fine book, nothing detrimental I can say about it. I would encourage people 
to read it for its commentary if nothing else.

Strange and Obscure Stories of the Civil War is an entertaining look at the Civil War stories that don’t get told, and the 
misadventures you haven’t read about in history books. Share in all the humorous and strange events that took place 
behind the scenes of some of the most famous Civil War moments. Picture a pedestal in a public park with no statue 
on top; Rowland’s book explains that when the members of the New York Monument Commission went to hire a 
sculptor to finish the statue, they were shocked to discover that there was no money left in the agency’s accounts to 
pay for the project. The money for the statue of Dan Sickles had been stolen—stolen by former monument committee 
chairman Dan Sickles! Brig. Gen. Philip Kearny was the son of a New York tycoon who had helped found the New 
York Stock Exchange, and who groomed his boy to be a force on Wall Street. The younger Kearny decided his call 
was to be a force on the field of battle, so despite a law degree and an inheritance of better than $1 million, he joined 
the U.S. Army and studied cavalry tactics in France. His dashing figure in the saddle earned him the name of Kearny 
the Magnificent, probably because Kearny rode with a pistol in one hand and a sword in the other while holding the 
horse’s reins in his teeth. This habit proved useful after he lost his left arm in the Mexican War, because he was able to 
continue to wave his sword with all the menace to which he was accustomed while still guiding his horse. 

About the AuthorTim Rowland is a humorist and outdoorsman who has written a memoir and several narrative his-
tory books. He is also a regular columnist for several newspapers. He lives in Maryland with his family.J. W. Howard, 
retired superintendent of the Antietam National Battlefield, was with the National Park Service for 16 years as 
superintendent of the Antietam facility. 


