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Donald A. Davis : Stonewall Jackson: A Biography (Great Generals)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Stonewall Jackson: A Biography (Great Generals): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great summary book about Stonewall JacksonBy JKPGreat 
summary book about Stonewall Jackson. I recommend it to all those interested in the Civil War or warfare in general.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. great price and deliveryBy DonA must read!!0 of 0 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0230613985


following review helpful. Next time get a good editorBy MarjorieI don't think that this author had an editor. The many 
awkward sentences, mistakes in the type and seemingly random statements about Iraq are all major detractors,as is the 
use of words not at their intended meaning. Jackson has a reputation as a great general but the author never proves that 
he deserved to known that way. Instead I was left feeling confused and unsure as to why people loved him. The lack of 
a good editor is most noticeable in places where the author makes statements like "he decided to be a stone wall 
again." The writing appears to switch styles here and there, which draws attention away from the narrative. All in all 
the book comes across as pretty unpolished. Perhaps he intended it for 5th graders?

Deemed "irreplaceable" by Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson assumed his nickname during the Battle of Bull Run in 
the Civil War. It is said that The Army of Northern Virginia never fully recovered from the loss of Stonewall's 
leadership when he was accidentally shot by one of his own men and died in 1863. Davis highlights Stonewall 
Jackson's a general who emphasized the importance of reliable information and early preparedness (he so believed in 
information that he had a personal mapmaker with him at all times) and details Jackson's many lessons in strategy and 
leadership.

From Publishers WeeklyThis reverential biography of Jackson is the latest in Palgrave's Great Generals series, but it's 
not as concise as its slim volume might suggest. An obscureinstructor at Virginia Military Institute, Jackson was 
approaching middle age when he joined Confederate forces at the outbreak of the Civil War. He acquired his 
nickname, Stonewall, after an admirable stand at the first Battle of Bull Run. Transferred to nearby Shenandoah 
Valley, he made headlines as far away as Europe with a brilliant, fast-moving campaign that befuddled far larger 
Union forces. He returned to the main body of Lee's command, where his crushing assault was a crucial victory in the 
second Battle of Bull Run, followed by his legendary flank attack that routed Union forces at Chancellorsville. Author 
Davis (Lightning Strike) dutifully relates Jackson's unlegendary generalship on the Peninsula and at Fredericksburg, 
but like many Confederate hero biographers, his unrestrained admiration leads to purple prose (The blue eyes of 
Stonewall Jackson again blazed with excitement). Those seeking more insight into Jackson will find Byron Farwell's 
1992 biography longer, but more rewarding. (Sept.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistConfederate general Thomas Jackson inspired the best nickname of the 
Civil War. Condensing everything about Stonewall into this brief biography, Davis ensures inclusion of sections of 
Jackson's career in command that are not regarded, as his campaign of 1862 in the Shenandoah Valley universally is, 
as militarily brilliant. First, Davis seeks the combat traits of the general—imperturbability and relentlessness—in the 
boy growing up. Naturally taciturn and accustomed to premature deaths in the family, the hard-studying Jackson 
presented a brusque face to the world and made enemies more easily than friends. But the moment met the man in July 
1861, as the slave-owning Jackson saved the day for the South and acquired his moniker at the Battle of Bull Run. In 
narrating Jackson's succession of victories, Davis criticizes his performance at the Seven Days battles of 1862 but not 
that at 1863's Battle of Chancellorsville, in which he was killed by accident by his men, beginning undying speculation 
on how the South might have won had he lived. This rapid read ably introduces the famous warrior. Taylor, Gilbert 
“Davis' exceptional biography of Stonewall Jackson breathes new life into the Civil War legend and his Foot Cavalry. 
Davis deftly reveals the relevance today of the man who created a textbook on tactics by accomplishing so much, so 
often, with so little.” ?Jack Coughlin, Gunnery Sergeant, USMC (Ret.), and New York Times bestselling author of 
SHOOTER: The Autobiography of the Top-Ranked Marine Sniper“Davis, whose diverse background includes 
experience in almost every phase of publishing as well as a profound knowledge of military history, brings to 
Stonewall a deft touch that makes this compelling subject new, exciting and exceptionally readable. The result is an 
enthralling portrayal of the man many believe may have been the top military strategist of his time.” ?Ken Englade, 
author of The Tony Hillerman's Frontier series.“A brilliant masterpiece. Former CIA Director Allen Dulles once said, 
'truth has a hard time once legends are established to appease our thirst for heroes.' Don Davis has captured the truth 
about General Thomas 'Stonewall' Jackson. In this book, readers will find precious lessons in strategy, tactics, 
character and honor -- traits and skill sets that never disappear.” ?Fred Burton, Vice-President, STRATFOR and 
former U.S. Counterterrorism agent“Confederate General Thomas Jackson inspired the best nickname of the Civil 
War. Condensing everything about Stonewall into this brief biography, Davis ensures inclusion of sections of 
Jackson's career in command that are not regarded, as his campaign of 1862 in the Shenandoah Valley universally is, 
as militarily brilliant. First, Davis seeks to combat traits of the general--imperturbability and relentlessness--in the boy 
growing up. Naturally taciturn and accustomed to premature deaths in the family, the hard-studying Jackson presented 
a brusque face to the world and made enemies more easily than friends. But the moment met the man in July 1861, as 
the slave-owning Jackson saved the day for the South and acquired his moniker at the Battle of Bull Run. In narrating 
Jackson's succession of victories, Davis criticizes his performance at the Seven Days battles of 1862 but not that at 
1863's Battle of Chancellorsville, in which he was killed by accident by his men, beginning undying speculation on 
how the South might have won had he lived. This rapid read ably introduces the famous warrior.” ?Booklist“A brisk 
entry in Palgrave's Great Generals series spotlights the battle prowess of Dixie's warrior-saint...a handy introduction to 



the military genius.” ?Kirkus“[Davis] offers insightful analyses of Jackson's tendencies and behavior.” ?Matthew J. 
Wayman, Library Journal“Davis...reveals how it was Jackson's tactical superiority that made him such an exceptional 
military leader.” ?Tuscon Citizen 


