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Michad Innis-Jiménez : Steel Barrio: The Great Mexican Migration to South Chicago, 1915-1940 (Culture,
Labor, History) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Steel
Barrio: The Great Mexican Migration to South Chicago, 1915-1940 (Culture, Labor, History):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Country of immigrantsBy Marthal nformative about the era, was


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814724655

enlightening to read, such segregation and injustices toward immigrants, and African Americans. | was amazed how
the mexican consul was so influential in their lives, and to keep them updated on what was happening in Mexico.
Beiing mex-American myself , After reading this book, | felt that learning English would have benefited this
immigration group, | feel you can still keep your culture, regardless if you speak English.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Pretty goodBy |sabel Detailed, well written, and kept my interest. Y ou read about several key
events about Mexicansin Chicago and their influence.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent
informationBy Mark S. MaravillaGreat insight on the influx of Mexicans into the South Chicago areal The book isin
excellent condition. Packaging was very efficient! Well worth the price!

Since the early twentieth century, thousands of Mexican Americans have lived, worked, and formed communitiesin
Chicago'’s steel mill neighborhoods. Drawing on individual stories and oral histories, Michael Innis-Jiménez tells the
story of avibrant, active community that continues to play a central role in American politics and society.

"This book provides acrucia and too-long-neglected piece of labor history...Steel Barrio offers a thought-provoking
portrait of a growing Mexican neighborhood on Chicago's south side. Innis-Jiminez's research points to some critical
questions about the formation and splintering of America's twentieth-century working class, and provides akey
contribution to the growing literature on the constitution and politicization of racial identities." -Margaret Garb,
American Historical “In Steel Barrio, Innis-Jiménez clearly explains the function of Mexican labor in Chicago’s steel
manufacturing at the turn-of-the century. [...] [T]his book does an excellent job of filling significant voidsin
Chicago’s Mexican immigrant history and will certainly generate much discussion among scholars, students, and
readersinterested in Chicago’simmigration history.”-Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society” The author’s
array of primary sourcesisimpressive. | spent two yearsin the 1970s conducting dissertation research on the early
settlement of Mexican steel workersin East Chicago, Indiana, and in South Chicago, and much of this material either
escaped my attention or was not available at the time. On the other hand, my early work benefited from strong living
vestiges of the era portrayed in Steel Barrio. [...] Even though | turned away from studying Mexican Chicago decades
ago, | have kept up with the literature on the subject, and this book has greatly enriched both my knowledge and
perspective.” -Indiana Magazine of History"The task of explaining how the second largest ‘Mexican city' in the United
States, Chicago, came to be has fallen to this generation of U.S. historians. Innis-Jiménez's Steel Barrioisa
fascinating and often enlightening contribution to that end. Beyond providing us an origin story of the Mexican
community in the windy city, he explains why Mexicans live where they do and the unique way in which they inhabit
that space. In doing so, Innis-Jiménez transforms our thinking about Mexican American history and the history of
urban America."-Matthew Garcia,Director, Comparative Border Studies, Arizona State University*Michael Innis-
Jimenez' sbook Steel Barrio is athorough documentation of the secondary migration of Mexican communities to the
industrial Midwest. The book fillsin adiscernible gap in Mexican and Chicano historiography that exists between the
end of the Mexican Revolution and the beginning of the Bracero program in 1942.” -Journal of American Studies of
Turkey"Steel Barrio offers acompelling history of migration, community formation, and endurance. The author's
perspective reading of census data, oral histories, and newspapers provides a robust account of personal histories
enmeshed in larger processes of change and adaption. This important contribution to the history of urban American
largely expands our understanding of environmental racism, third spaces, and the tenuous difference between everyday
survival and active resistance.”-Planning Perspectives’ Fleshing out the bond between one Chicago neighborhood and
broader national issues like ‘ urban growth and death, segregation within the cities, and the relationship of urban
immigrants to their natural and built environment’ makes Steel Barrio valuable addition to NY U’ s ‘ Culture, Labor,
and History’ series and to twentieth-century US historiography more broadly. Students and scholars of race,
immigration, and identity would do well to give it aread.”-Journal of American Culture"The richly documented
history of Mexican South Chicago here yields a sophisticated, rounded, and compelling study of the evolution of an
immigrant place. Attentive to structural factors shaping migration and assimilation, Innis-Jiménez also tells textured
human stories of the work, play, and solidarity that created and recreated an enduring community, snatching life from
discrimination and hardship."-David Roediger,University of Illinois'In Steel Barrio Michadl Innis-Jimenez
demonstrates areal sensitivity and appreciation for the cultural institutions that Mexican immigrants created in
Chicago between 1914 and 1940. He works hard to offer a sophisticated analysis conversant with the broad literature
on race and ethnicity."-,The Journal of American History"Steel Barrio is an important book that should be mandatory
reading for anyone interested in immigration, urban, and Latino history. Itisabook that will no doubt earn classic
status as an important contribution to the study of Mexicansin the United States.”-Labour”Innis-Jimenez (Univ. of
Alabama) offers abroad portrait of Mexican immigrants in South Chicago during the interwar years. With an
illuminating discussion of the push and pull factors that drew Mexicans from their home country to 'a place at once far
from the border and within the industrial heart of the United States,' the author details the pronounced contributions
Mexicans made through their labor in the railroad and steel industries as well as the hardships and discrimination they
endured. Particularly strong is his explanation of survival strategies developed during the Great Depression, including



an insightful chapter on the role of adult sportsin knitting together the South Chicago Mexican community. Innis-
Jmenez persuasively interprets the community's myriad efforts to maintain Mexican culture in the US as aform of
resistance to the pressure to assimilate and Americanize. Extensive use of ora histories, giving readers a compelling
window into the hopes and beliefs of the individuals who made up this history and immigration history. Summing up:
Recommended."-Choice"[A] compelling portrait...Innis-Jimenez carefully gleans archival sources, local and national
newspapers, and oral history interviews of longtime residents such as Mercedes Rios, Gilberto Martinez, and Justino
Cordero to convey the circumstances wherein Mexican immigrants and their U.S.-born offspring participated in the
formation and perseverance of the South Chicago community from the days of the Mexican Revolution through the
Great Depression and into World War [1."-Journal of Illinois History" Steel Barrio joins a growing body of work on
Mexican migration and lifein the 'Windy City," and is likely to become an important book in thefield, if not an
obligatory starting point.”-Journal of American Studies* This book is an excellent source and important contribution; it
will work well in undergraduate courses in many disciplines as well as sociology courses on immigration, ethnicity,
and other topics.” -, City CommunityAbout the AuthorMichael Innis-Jiminez is an associate professor in the
Department of American Studies at the University of Alabama.



