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Vladimir Ilich Lenin : State and Revolution  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised State and Revolution: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Poor translationBy Nicholas JohnsonLots of paragraphs seem 
jumbled or out of order or perhaps even missing entire words, not sure what was going on but it made it difficult to 
read in places.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Marxism and the stateBy Joel BjorlingThis book 
outlines the Marxist/Communist view of the state as enunciated by V.I. Lenin, a leading Marxist theoretician. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1614271925


According to Marx, the state, itself, is oppressive and is used by the ruling powers against the working class. Lenin 
notes that even the corrupt bourgeois has abused Marxist views for their own ends, but the state needs to be 
demolished by revolution and seized by the working class. This book also critiques the views of anarchists and of 
fellow revolutionaries as Kautsky and Pannekoek.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding.By 
James EatonAs always with Penguin Classics, "The State and Revolution" is beautifully introduced, this time by 
Robert Service. It is a must have for any Marxist-Leninist as well as anyone interested in the rich history of Russia and 
the path Lenin saw as the way forward.

2011 Reprint of 1932 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition 
Software. "State and Revolution" (1917) describes the role of the State in society, the necessity of proletarian 
revolution, and the theoretic inadequacies of social democracy in achieving revolution. It describes the inherent nature 
of the State as a tool for class oppression, a creation born of one social class's desire to control all other social classes. 
Whether a dictatorship or a democracy, the State remains in the control of the ruling class. Even in a democratic 
capitalist republic, the ruling class will never willingly relinquish political power, maintaining it via various strategies. 
Hence, according to this view, communist revolution is the sole remedy for the abolition of the state.

About the AuthorV.I. Lenin was a leading member of the Bolshevik party in Russia from 1912 until his death in 1924, 
and is widely considered to have founded a distinct tradition in the struggle for revolutionary socialism, built from 
below. He is the author of celebrated works of theory such as State and Revolution, as well as widely misunderstood 
polemics like What is to be Done?Todd Chretien is a frequent contributor to Socialist Worker and the ISR. 


