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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The quality is poor although there are some interesting vignettesBy
CustomerDisappointing. The author has strong beliefs (the Nazis were arrogant, the Soviet Secret Services
omnipotent) which he reiteratesin every chapter. Sadly, support for his key these - for example, that the Germans
completely failed to penetrate the upper echelons of the Soviet state, party or military - have only conjecture as
support. The quality is poor although there are some interesting vignettes. Compare Stephan's laborious review of the
Klatt/Kaudner network with Arnold Silver's terse and pointed article in Studiesin Intelligence.5 of 5 people found the
following review helpful. Excellent bookBy H. WilliamsThisis an excellent,well researched book .The author does a
fantastic job recounting the events on the eastern front and his portrayal reads like something out of a James Bond
novel with its description of German agents behind enemy lines and the Soviet organization SMERSH (death to spies)
which as any James Bond fan knows was the original nemesis.The author is modest in admitting that this book does
not hold all the answers which makes the book even more spectacular. This book illustrates that just as the Western
allies use of deception contributed to victory at D-Day ,so to did th Soviets' use of deception contribute to victory at
Moscow,Stalingrad,Kursk and Belorussia which were the most important victories of the war.A must read for students
of intelligence,war or history buffs.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent read on a neglected
aspect of the Eastern Front warBy JGA357Thisis avery detailed and well-researched piece and is well worth the
purchase price if you are interested in the Eastern Front and want something that is off the beaten path. If the Red
Army'stanks and artillery were punches to the Wermacht's face, the counter-intelligence effort and the partisan war
were a continuous series of body blows that helped (particularly in the early stages of the war) to level the playing
field. The author does avery credible job laying out how the Soviet agent system was emplaced during Barbarossa and
how it subsequently and effectively neutralized it's German counterpart throughout the war. More importantly, the
book shows how the "untermensch” were able to deceive the Germans on a strategic scale. In that vein, it offers an
intriguing counterpoint to the bevy of books out there that portray the Red Army as capable of nothing more than brute
force.

The Soviet-German War of 1941-1945 was the most extensive intelligence/counterintel ligence war in modern history,
involving the capture, torture, deportation, execution, and “doubling” of tens of thousands of agents—most of them
Soviet citizens. While Russian armies fought furiously to defeat the Wehrmacht, Stalin’s security services waged an
equally ruthless secret war against Hitler's spies, as well as against the Soviet population. For the first time, Robert
Stephan now combines declassified U.S. intelligence documents, captured German records, and Russian sources,
including atop-secret Soviet history of itsintelligence and security services, to reveal the magnitude and scope of the
brutal but sophisticated Soviet counterintelligence war against Nazi Germany. Employing as many as 150,000 trained
agents across a 2,400-mile front, the Soviets neutralized the mgjority of the more than 40,000 German agents deployed
against them. As Stephan shows, their combination of Soviet military deception operations and State Security’ s defeat
of the Abwehr’s human intelligence effort had devastating consequences for the German Army in every major battle
against the Red army, including Moscow, Stalingrad, Kursk, the Belorussian offensive, and the Vistula-Oder
operation. Simultaneously, Soviet State Security continued to penetrate the world’s major intelligence services
including those of its dlies, terrorize its own citizens to prevent spying, desertion, and real or perceived opposition to
the regime, and run millions of informants, making the USSR a vast prison covering one sixth of the world’s surface.
Stephan discusses al facets of the Soviet counterintelligence effort, including the major Soviet “radio games” used to
mislead the Germans—operations Monastery, Berezino, and those that defeated Himmler’'s Operation Zeppelin. He
also gives the most comprehensive account to date of the Abwehr’ sinfamous agent “Max,” whose organization
allegedly ran an entire network of agentsinside the USSR, and reveals the reasons for Germany’ s catastrophic under-
estimation of Soviet forces by more than one million men during their 1944 summer offensive in Belorussia. Richly
detailed and epic in scope, Stalin’s Secret War opens up a previously hidden dimension of World War I1.

“Stephan’ s thorough, accurate, and objective study provides unprecedented detail and keen insights on one of history’s
most illusive subjects. It is destined to become the standard work in thisfield.”—David M. Glantz, author of The
Battle for Leningrad “ Stephan’ s book demonstrates how the Soviets adroitly manipulated both German intelligence
and counter-intelligence in masterfully staged strategic deception operations. It chroniclestimely lessons for
contemporary intelligence professionals and should grace the libraries of today’ s intelligence services.”—John J.
Dziak, author of Chekisty: A History of the KGB “ Should be read by anyone interested in the history of intelligence or
of World War 11.”—John Ferris, author of Intelligence in the Second World WarFrom the Back Cover" Stephan's
thorough, accurate, and objective study provides unprecedented detail and keen insights on one of history's most
illusive subjects. It is destined to become the standard work in thisfield."--David M. Glantz, author of The Battle for
Leningrad " Stephan's book demonstrates how the Soviets adroitly manipulated both German intelligence and counter-
intelligence in masterfully staged strategic deception operations. It chroniclestimely lessons for contemporary
intelligence professionals and should grace the libraries of today's intelligence services."--John J. Dziak, author of
Chekisty: A History of the KGB "Should be read by anyone interested in the history of intelligence or of World War



[1."--John Ferris, author of Intelligence in the Second World WarAbout the AuthorRobert W. Stephan, an adjunct
professor at the Institute of World Politics, served in the CIA from 1987 to 2006, specializing in Russian military and
intelligence issues.



