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Oleg Kalugin : Spymaster: My Thirty-two Years in Intelligence and Espionage Against the West  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spymaster: My Thirty-two 
Years in Intelligence and Espionage Against the West: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. they do rather boring things: planting disinformationBy 
MichaelOleg was a master KGB officer. You follow his life, and get some background on the thought processes and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0465014453


methods of his Tradecraft. Besides recruiting agents, they do rather boring things: planting disinformation, etc. 
Became a NKVD/KGB general. became disillusioned and defected.Read this, then pick up a copy of a Book called 
Spymaster, startling cold war revelations.......That turns out to be Oleg's KGB supervisor, who also defected after the 
fall of the USSR1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Unparalled bookBy F. Carol SabinOne of the most 
credible accounts about Cold war spy wars from the Russian side.A senior KGB officer, Kalugin's position as chief of 
external counterintelligence (1973-79), as well as deputy chief of external counterintelligence or his postings in US 
gave him a unique knowledge about the most important KGB operations in the world.His revelations told us about the 
high numbers of spies recruited in different countries. Interesting accounts, but vague, about early moles in FBI, 
ASIO, RCMP (extremely useful for KGB) and French intelligence (harsh critique).A lot of detailed spy cases are 
presented(Walker, Cook, Vetrov, Levchenko);also, useful information about 1968 Prague Spring, political life in India 
etc.His clash with the Soviet system is not the most enjoyable part of the book, but the stories about Philby et Co are 
good. Interesting portraits of Soviet hierarchy leaders (Andropov, Brejnev and many others)No doubt, his confessions 
added new information about spy wars during `60-'70.Kalugin's book and Cherkasin's "Spy handler" are the best 
Russian books about Cold War espionage.A really good contribution to the Cold war history; highly recommended.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Personal, but full of interesting infoBy JmontI've read a few 
Spy/Intelligence books as of late and feel that this is the best of the lot. I always felt I was listening to the author speak, 
rather than simply reading the text. It was clean, simple language that leads you through a remarkable story.It gives 
outstanding insight into his point of view throughout his life and career, with just enough background to understand 
(better) the significance of events and turns of Fate. Not once did I feel that this was just another pompous parade. a 
listing of achievements in excessive detail, or a Super Hero where the outcome of the world would have been different 
if someone/thing hadn't gotten in the way.This is a personal, humble book that gives good information from a very 
personable point of view.

Oleg Kalugin oversaw the work of American spies, matched wits with the CIA, and became one of the youngest 
generals in KGB history. Even so, he grew increasingly disillusioned with the Soviet system. In 1990, he went public, 
exposing the intelligence agency's shadowy methods. Revised and updated in the light of the KGB's enduring presence 
in Russian politics, Spymaster is Kalugin's impressively illuminating memoir of the final years of the Soviet Union.

About the AuthorOleg Kalugin is a retired Major General in the Soviet KGB. He teaches regularly at the Center for 
Counterintelligence and Security Studies and lectures throughout the country. He lives in Washington, D.C. 


