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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Joseph A. TruglioExcellent telling of little discussed 
portion of battle. Looking forward to hearing speak on it at our Round Table.3 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. If you are looking for heroes or great feats of battleBy Jack LawrencThis is an interesting book focusing on a 
little appreciated aspect of warfare, in this case intelligence gathering in the Gettysburg campaign.The author spent his 
career in intelligence gathering, both in the military and later in one of those civilian agencies we are not supposed to 
know about, making him uniquely eligible to write on the subject. He covers the entire campaign, but his analysis of 
the immediate approaches of the armies,the battle and the retreat are the main focus, and his work in this area is very 
well documented. The "Cat and Mouse" analysis of the masking efforts are superb. Most of his work focuses on the 
reports on the various military reports but he gets into the civilian agencies as well as individual civilians who 
operated behind the lines. There is little discussion of the intelligence gathered from intelligence gathered from the 
interrogation of farmers, townsmen or captured free blacks by the leading edges of the armies, but there is an 
overwhelming wealth of other information. If you are looking for heroes or great feats of battle, this is not your book. 
If you are looking at the mundane day by day hit or miss activities of armies at war, the anguish of the commanders 
before and after the battle and what war really is, it is a must read. Wish the maps were better.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Patricia R. GouldI am glad to add this book to my Civil War library.

WINNER of the 2015 BACHELDER-CODDINGTON LITERARY AWARD and WINNER of the 2016 
GETTYSBURG ROUND TABLE’S DISTINGUISHED BOOK AWARDAs intelligence experts have long asserted, 
“Information in regard to the enemy is the indispensable basis of all military plans.”Despite the thousands of books 
and articles written about Gettysburg, Tom Ryan’s groundbreaking Spies, Scouts, and Secrets in the Gettysburg 
Campaign: How the Critical Role of Intelligence Impacted the Outcome of Lee’s Invasion of the North, June – July 
1863 is the first to offer a unique and incisive comparative study of intelligence operations during what many consider 
the war’s decisive campaign.Based upon years of indefatigable research, the author evaluates how Gen. Robert E. Lee 
used intelligence resources, including cavalry, civilians, newspapers, and spies to gather information about Union 
activities during his invasion of the North in June and July 1863, and how this intelligence influenced General Lee’s 
decisions. Simultaneously, Ryan explores the effectiveness of the Union Army of the Potomac’s intelligence and 
counterintelligence operations. Both Maj. Gens. Joe Hooker and George G. Meade relied upon cavalry, the Signal 
Corps, and an intelligence staff known as the Bureau of Military Information that employed innovative concepts to 
gather, collate, and report vital information from a variety of sources.The result is an eye-opening, day-by-day analysis 
of how and why the respective army commanders implemented their strategy and tactics, with an evaluation of their 
respective performance as they engaged in a battle of wits to learn the enemy’s location, strength, and intentions.Spies, 
Scouts, and Secrets in the Gettysburg Campaign is grounded upon a broad foundation of archival research and a firm 
understanding of the theater of operations that specialists will especially value. Everyone will appreciate reading about 
a familiar historic event from a perspective that is both new and enjoyable. One thing is certain: no one will close this 
book and look at the Gettysburg Campaign in the same way again.

From the AuthorThis book evolved over a period of some 15 years. Originating with newspaper articles on the subject 
of intelligence operations during the Civil War, and progressing with a series of articles for Gettysburg Magazine 
about Union and Confederate intelligence gathering during the Gettysburg campaign. The story is based on primary 
sources supported by a host of secondary material.  I am grateful to the many people who had a hand in the final 
product.From the Back Cover"Thomas Ryan's masterfully researched and written study buildsupon the pioneering 
work of Edwin C. Fishel, Stephen W. Sears, and others. Spies,Scouts, and Secrets in the Gettysburg Campaign is 
destined to become aclassic Civil War study." -- Edwin C. Bearss, former Chief Historian of the National ParkService 
andaward-winning author of The Petersburg Campaign: Volume 1, TheEasternFront Battles and Volume 2, The 
Western Front Battles "Through an in-depth and insightful examination of Union and Confederateintelligence 
organizations, personnel, and operations during the 1863Gettysburg campaign, Thomas Ryan details how George 
Meade's success in thebehind-the-scenes 'intelligence battle' against Robert E. Lee set the stage forUnion victory in the 
three-day engagement. This book is an important andoriginal contribution to our understanding of why Lee lost, why 
Meade won, andthe titanic clash in Pennsylvania." -- Dr. William B. Feis, author of Grant's Secret Service: 
TheIntelligence War from Belmont to Appomattox "Accurate and timely information is the lifeblood of 
greatgeneralship. Too often do military historians neglect exploring the flow ofinformation and the effect it has on the 
decision-making of the great captains.Spies, Scouts, and Secrets in the Gettysburg Campaign, the excellent newbook 
by Thomas Ryan, gives us a new and insightful window into Lee's decisionsand the Union effort to counter them and 
helps us understand why the campaignended as it did." -- David A. Powell, award-winning author of The 
ChickamaugaCampaign "No one has studied the critical (and largely overlooked) rolethat intelligence played in the 
Gettysburg Campaign like Thomas Ryan. The vitalinformation collected by scouts, spies and civilians--and how it was 
processedand used by the opposing high commands--is told here for the first time intremendous detail that helps 
complete the story of how and why the campaigndeveloped as it did, and the battle ended with Lee's defeat." -- J. 



David Petruzzi, award-winning author of The Complete Guideto Gettysburg and The Gettysburg Campaign in 
Numbers and LossesAbout the AuthorTom Ryan is the former president of the Central Delaware Civil War Round 
Table in Dover, and a member of the Gettysburg Foundation, Civil War Trust, Fort Delaware Society, and Delaware 
Historical Society. He has a B.A. from the University of Maryland, and an M.A. from American University. His latest 
book is the multiple award-winning "Spies, Scouts, and Secrets in the Gettysburg Campaign: How the Critical Role of 
Intelligence Impacted the Outcome of Lee's Invasion of the North, June-July 1863." A previous book, "Essays on 
Delaware during the Civil War," describes the state's political, military, and social perspectives during that period. He 
has published numerous articles and book reviews about the Civil War in newspapers and magazines. His weekly 
"Civil War Profiles" column appears in the Coastal Point newspaper, Ocean View, Delaware, and he is a member of 
the book review staff of Civil War News. He served three years in the United States Army and thirty-five years with 
the U.S. Department of Defense.  Now retired, he and his wife live in Bethany Beach, Delaware. 


