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Richard L. Kiper : Spare Not the Brave: The Special Activities Group in Korea before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spare Not the Brave: The Specia Activities Group in

Korea

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Rescued from ObscurityBy Robert A. CassellaRich Kiper has
rescued the Specia Activities Group and the men of the Raider companies from obscurity; he has undertaken the
formidable task of reconstructing a history of the organization for which official records do not substantially exist. The
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body of knowledge that the book depends on are the remembrances of the surviving veterans which are, at best,
clouded by the distance of more than fifty years. The Raiders' story is set in the context of the United Nations
operations throughout the K orean peninsula and the international political maneuvering of Harry Truman, Josef Stalin,
and Mao Tse-tung. Thus, the reader istreated to a personal view of war at the tactical level while, at the same time,
Rich Kiper ensures that the operational and strategic personalities and events are kept in perspective. It isimpossible
to read this book without being frustrated by the sometimes ill-conceived and poorly executed plans that resulted in the
loss of soldiers’ lives. This book should be read alongside Fehrenbach’s This Kind of War and Halberstam’s The
Longest Winter.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. so Of course liked and enjoyed the book very
muchBY ty lovelacel was in the 1st Raider co., so Of course liked and enjoyed the book very much. Mr. R.L. Kiper is
afriend of mineand | do give him much credit for writing avery interesting and factual book. Master/ Sgt. Tyrus
RLovelacel of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy jamie Leevery well done

The Specia Activities Group (SAG) and its subordinate companies have received little attention from historians,
despite being an elite combat unit and participating in highly classified and dangerous missionsin Korea. Rarely
receiving more attention than a footnote, their story usually begins and ends on the night of September 12, 1950, with
an amphibious raid near Kunsan. Until their inactivation on March 31, 1951, SAG simply disappears from most
Korean War histories. Spare Not the Brave corrects this omission. Spare Not the Brave tells the story of the
extraordinary missions carried out by this group of extraordinary soldiers. Recruited primarily from the Far East
Command headquarters, these men received six weeks of training and then were thrust into combat in Korea. Boarding
rubber boats in the Y ellow Sea and paddling to shore far behind enemy lines, they conducted a diversionary landing
near Kunsan, then landed at Inchon, and sailed to the Wonsan area of North Korea. There, SAG was augmented with a
battalion of South Korean soldiers. Together they conducted counter-guerrilla operations until overwhelming Chinese
intervention forced all Allied units to withdraw from the North. Those critical missions continued into the difficult
fighting of early 1951. Much of this volume is based upon the words of the participants themselves. Using previously
obscure primary sources, oral histories, and official records, author Richard L. Kiper tellsthisunit’sriveting tale.
Wherever possible, first-person accounts have been verified and supplemented with official reports, maps, and
documents. Drawing on his twenty-six years of infantry and special forces experience, Kiper brings critical analysis
and insight to this previously untold story. Spare Not the Brave fills a gap in the historiography of the Korean War and
adds a valuable chapter to the history of U.S. Army special operations.
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