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Noah Andre Trudeau : Southern Storm: Sherman's March to the Sea  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Southern Storm: Sherman's March to the Sea: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is my favorite Civil War bookBy CustomerThis is my favorite 
Civil War book! It's a day-by-day account of the March to the Sea. Most of the towns are familiar to me (I'm from 
Georgia live near Atlanta), also there are humorous incidents (soldiers getting dressed while marching--hard to do 
without shooting yourself!) and also touching incidents (an Ohio cavalry trooper whose injured dying horse managed 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060598689


to stagger along with the troops in search of its master until they camped for the night, when it finally expired). You 
really get a good picture of an army on the march, also of Georgians who are confronted with said army. Great piece 
of Civil War history.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Stories from those who fought this campaignBy 
LesSouthern Storm is an outstanding example that inside information about this campaign does add to the narrative. 
The detailed information from soldier diaries and citizens along the way are stunning, given most Sherman march 
stories cover only the well known generals and the tactics. While this book does reflect tactics it integrates the words 
and feelings of front line soldiers, citizens, and slaves alike. Well done, I have enjoyed this book and will add it to my 
Civil War library as one the best I have read. I learned a great deal from Trudeau's research.Les WilliamsCol. USMC 
(ret)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. First book I have read by Trudeau , but I have read just about 
everything else on Sherman's march .By CustomerTrudeau seems to have all of his facts straight and his writing style 
is very easy to read. I highly recommend this book to anybody interested in the Civil War in general or Sherman's 
march in particular

Award-winning Civil War historian Noah Andre Trudeau has written a gripping, definitive account that will stand as 
the last word on General William Tecumseh Sherman's epic marcha targeted strategy aimed to break not only the 
Confederate army but an entire society as well. Sherman's swath of destruction spanned more than sixty miles in width 
and virtually cut Georgia in two. He led more than 60,000 Union troops to blaze a path from Atlanta to Savannah, 
ordering his men to burn crops, kill livestock, and lay waste to everything that fed the Rebel war machine.Told 
through the intimate and engrossing writings of Sherman's soldiers and the civilians who suffered in their wake, 
Southern Storm paints a vibrant picture of an event that would forever change America's course. 

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Trudeau, a prize-winning Civil War historian (Gettysburg), addresses William T. 
Sherman's march to the sea in the autumn of 1864. Sherman's inclusion of civilian and commercial property on the list 
of military objectives was not a harbinger of total war, says Trudeau. Rather, its purpose was to demonstrate to the 
Confederacy that there was no place in the South safe from Union troops. The actual levels of destruction and pillage 
were limited even by Civil War standards, Trudeau says; they only seemed shocking to Georgians previously spared a 
home invasion on a grand scale. Confederate resistance was limited as well. Trudeau praises Sherman's generalship, 
always better at operational than tactical levels. He presents the inner dynamics of one of the finest armies the U.S. has 
ever fielded: veteran troops from Massachusetts to Minnesota, under proven officers, consistently able to make the 
difficult seem routine. And Trudeau acknowledges the often-overlooked contributions of the slaves who provided their 
liberators invaluable information and labor. The march to the sea was in many ways the day of jubilo, and in Trudeau 
it has found its Xenophon. 16 pages of bw photos, 36 maps. (Aug.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division 
of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistIts still impolitic in Georgia to mentionGeneral William T. 
Sherman, so synonymous with wanton destruction is his fabled march from Atlanta to Savannah of November-
December 1864. A historian of several Civil War campaigns, Trudeau avers that such popular beliefs about Shermans 
plan to vanquish the South require a corrective in the form of a day-by-day chronicle. That approach certainly reveals 
that Shermans orders allowed his subordinate officers and their soldiers leeway about what to burn and what to spare, 
so that the marching routes were not turned completely into swaths of utter desolation. But his 60,000 men were 
hardly invited guests, and through their expropriation of Southern food and forage, deliberate destruction of railroads, 
and defeat of all military opposition, they proved Shermans strategic message that resistance was futile. But the 
Confederates offered it often if ineffectively, by which Trudeau develops a secondary myth-busting theme, that 
Shermans march was not a lark but a complex and risky military operation. Maps of daily marching routes let Civil 
War buffs follow the action in this detailed narrative. --Gilbert TaylorAbout the AuthorNoah Andre Trudeau is the 
author of Gettysburg. He has won the Civil War Round Table of New York's Fletcher Pratt Award and the Jerry 
Coffey Memorial Prize. A former executive producer at National Public Radio, he lives in Washington, D.C. 


